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The Institute for Islamic World Studies, Zayed University

by: Prof. Dr. Hassanein Ali

Research is vital and fundamental to the success,
progress, and advancement of global societies.
Translated into groundbreaking scientific
achievements and accomplishments that
humanity has borne witness to, research continues
to transcend new frontiers, generating exceptional
achievements and enhancing the standards

of human life. While optimizing innovative
solutions to overcome challenges scale up future
opportunities and achieve unprecedented

leaps, scientific research has forged its place as a
major “soft power” of contemporary nations racing
to establish research initiatives in all fields and
arenas.

Driven by an innovative mindset, and in line with
the UAE 2021 Vision, the UAE wise Leadership
embodied by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President, and His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE
Vice-President Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
and their Highnesses the Rulers of the Emirates,
has devoted great efforts to harness scientific
research, for its vital role in the path of progress of
the nation.

More specifically, scientific research contributes

to the expansion of knowledge-based paradigms
and applications, which are at the core of the UAE’s
priorities at present and in the future, and sets a
full-fledged spectrum of innovation and creativity
in various areas and fields, empowering the nation
to keep itself well positioned in excellence and
competitiveness, regionally and globally, echoing
the wise words of His Highness the UAE President
that “human capital is the real worth of the nation
and education its real asset”.
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The Scientific Research in UAE

In its endeavors to promote and develop education
at the forefront of its priorities, the UAE has
established the National Research Foundation (NRF)
under the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research (MOHESR) to develop and maintain a solid
foundation of world-class research, advance the
diverse national research agenda, enhance research
productivity within national universities and higher
education institutions and foster collaborative and
distinctive scholarly research efforts among world-
class faculty in all areas, in addition to establishing
many research-dedicated and highly reputed
centers and institutions, namely, the Masdar Institute
of Science and Technology(MIST), a graduate level,
research-oriented university which is focused

on alternative energy, sustainability, and the
environment.

Committed to incubating a culture of innovation and
expanding its palette of scientific research, the UAE is
strongly striving to build its global energy landscape
in the field of solar and renewable energy, and

enter the challenging era of space industry through
launching its locally-built satellites and its first solar-
powered flight trial, which is expected to have great
impacts on air transport in terms of fuel saving; and
in all this, national experts and researchers have
played an essential and valuable role in mapping
leading research projects for the nation.

In this dense myriad of research setting in the UAE,
emerges the “Hamdan Bin Mohammed Heritage
Center ” chaired by His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of
Dubai, and his embodied vision to revive, promote
and safeguard the indigenous Emirati heritage in
all aspects, in the hearts and minds of generations,
as a beacon for a brighter future to which the UAE
people aspire, endorsed by innovative educational
and scientific research initiatives, manifested in the
strong intertwined bonds of allegiance and loyalty
of the people towards its Leadership which strives
continuously to ensure social welfare and happiness
at the top of its priorities.

Under its umbrella, the “Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Heritage Center” pursues its pioneering mission

in various areas to safeguard and promote the
culture and heritage of the UAE through various
heritage publications and heritage- related

sporting championships and tournaments, as well
as other cultural events. The Center also focuses

on promoting scientific heritage-related research
studies by supporting and encouraging professional

researchers in these areas for publishing and
documenting purposes, facilitating ease access

of information for researchers, collectors and the
community, and demonstrating credibility and
reputation among researchers nationally and
worldwide. To this aim, the Center constantly equips
researchers with all research tools, thus broadening
the research compass on Emirati heritage studies,
and preparing the next generations of national
researchers.

Additionally, the Center seeks to nurture scientific
research by encouraging talented young Emiratis

of both genders to engage in research, and
preparing young cadres of highly qualified national
researchers. To achieve this goal, the Center has
launched mid- 2015 a research competition among
Zayed University female students revolving around
research studies related to specific courses, which
were reviewed and arbitrated by high caliber faculty;
the first three winning researches were awarded and
published in this first edition of the Center’s research
magazine “Emirates Flashes”.

In its commitment to enhance national research,

the United Arab Emirates continues its coordinated
and well-funded efforts to promote scientific
research by providing financial and moral support to
educational and research institutions to implement
their research developed agendas to contribute to
the UAE 2021Vision.

The UAE wise Leadership is also aware that
polarizing and engaging national talents in various
scientific research fields is of vital importance to
enhance the scientific research path, and set a

solid national research foundation. In this context,
efforts and initiatives are joined to encourage young
researchers through implementing various plans and
programs and to refine their expertise and skills to
enhance their innovation, creativity and excellence
in various fields.

Enlightened by the wise words of the Founder of
the Nation, the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan: “He who does not have a past, will not have
a present or a future’, the “Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Heritage Center” under the insightful leadership
of His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, will act as a platform to
mobilize all resources to promote scientific research,
in particular heritage studies, in their endeavors

to promote scientific research in the United Arab
Emirates.
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Abstract

Substantial investments in health care have
ensured the widespread availability of modern
medical services across the United Arab Emirates.
However, in spite of this accessibility, traditional
healers (Mutawa) continue to play a significant,
albeit unofficial, role in the UAE’s health sector.
Citizens routinely consult traditional healers for
problems that might, from a western biomedical
perspective, be considered psychiatric conditions.
This qualitative study explores traditional healers’
conceptualizations of mental health problems,
discussing their perspectives on phenomenology,
etiology, intervention, and outcome. Notably,
traditional healers distinguish between biomedical
illness and states they attributed to demonological
or metaphysical causes. The Islamic and Arabic
traditions are central to discussions of etiology,
intervention and outcome. Greater integration

of traditional healers within the UAE's mental
health care services would, in many cases, improve
patient experience and outcomes.

Healing/Health Care Context

Few nations on earth have witnessed such rapid
socioeconomic development as has the United
Arab Emirates. Formed as a federation of seven
states in 1971, the UAE’s commercial exploitation
of oil has allowed the nation to transition from
relative poverty (no electricity, plumbing, modern
schools or hospitals) to widespread affluence
(WHO, 2006a). While oil revenues have dramatically
improved living standards, the rapidity of this
transition is also felt to have contributed to a rising
incidence of mental health problems (Al Mualla,
2011). The perception of this rising incidence
may, however, be accounted for by factors such
as rapid population growth, a greater willingness
to report psychological problems, and indeed,

a greater number of health care professionals

to whom such problems can be reported. All of
which might synergistically contribute to the
impression of the rising incidence. The lack of
longitudinal epidemiological research within the
UAE prevents any firm conclusions on this matter;
however, several cross-sectional surveys report
relatively high point-prevalence rates for common
mental health problems (Eapen, Al-Gazali, Bin-
Othman, & Abou-Saleh, 1998; Ghubash, El-Rufaie,
Zoubeidi, Al-Shboul, & Sabri, 2004). Furthermore,
the regional research is replete with references

to psychological problems born from perceived
tensions between what are typically termed
‘traditional’ and ‘modern’ lifestyles. Terms such
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as‘'modern’and ‘traditional; although commonly
used within the ethnographic literature, are often
poorly defined and problematically employed (Dein,
Alexander, & Napier, 2008). The term ‘traditional’is
often used pejoratively, becoming synonymous with
all things non-scientific, irrational and backward,
while the term ‘modernity;, or indeed ‘western,
connotes some kind of positive polar opposite
(Rippin, 2005). In the context of the Gulf states,
‘traditional’ often refers to those values and practices
connected with either Bedouin customs, Islamic
teachings, or both, whereas terms such as‘modern
lifestyle’ are typically associated with values and
behaviors viewed as the contemporary norms of
western nations. With reference to the tensions of
transition in the UAE, Ghubash et al. (2001) write:
“The tension between material advancement and
social instability inevitably has consequences for the
psychological wellbeing of the inhabitants..." (p.565).
Similarly, with reference to the UAE and neighboring
Saudi Arabia, Amir (2001) suggests: “Both countries
experienced an unprecedented economic boom

in the early 1970s as a result of the increase in the
price of ail ... the need for quick and successful
adjustments that the new realities introduced into
the lives of many individuals in these two countries
were more than some individuals could handle” (p.
520). Whether as a result of social change, population
growth, or both, the need for mental health services
has become increasingly apparent in recent decades.

The UAE’s wealth and its political commitment to
comprehensive health care for all have facilitated
the rapid development of a modern health care
infrastructure, inclusive of mental health services
(WHO, 2006b). Prior to the establishment of such
services, individuals seeking modern mental health
care had to travel to neighboring countries such
as Iran and India (Jabbour & Yamout, 2012). By the
1980s, however, there were firm plans in place for
local psychiatric services. In Abu Dhabi, the UAE's
capital, the first psychiatric hospital opened in
1995. This was initiated on the instructions of the
late president, Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan,

following an epidemic of substance (heroin)

abuse (WHO, 2006b). This facility continues to

offer psychiatric services covering a broad range

of subspecialties, and is presently managed by

the preeminent US hospital, Cleveland Clinic. The
neighboring emirate, Dubai, provides psychiatric
care through the purpose-built Al Amal hospital and
the psychiatric department at Rashid Hospital. The
Dubai hospitals also tend to follow British, Australian
or North American health care models (Al Mualla,
2011). In addition to the psychiatric hospitals, there
are numerous smaller specialist clinics and private
facilities offering psychiatric services.

Alongside the allopathic management of mental
health problems exists a traditional approach based
largely on Islamic sources. A practitioner of this
traditional approach is known locally as a Mutawa (pl.
Mutawwa'in). In the UAE, this term is generally used
as an honorific, denoting a person with a relatively
high degree of Islamic religious learning. There

is no formal institutional qualification to become

a Mutawa and their practices are not licensed in

the UAE. Some Mutawwa'in may have completed
degrees at established Islamic universities; however,
many will have earned their station and reputation
through following programs of private study with
recognized scholars, ultimately achieving peer
recognition through the traditional jjaza (licensing)
system (Makdisi, 1981). The term Mutawa in the
UAE is synonymous with designations used in

other Muslim communities around the globe, such
as Maulana, commonly used in South Africa (Ally

& Laher, 2008), or Mullah, widely used in Turkish,
Persian and Hindi communities (Dein et al., 2008).

As learned individuals, the UAE’'s Mutawa can fulfill
multiple social roles: teachers, healers, and advisors.
Not all Mutawwa'in perform the healing function,
although healing and exorcism are commonly
associated with the designation. The UAE’s pre-oil
era educational system relied on the Mutawa, and
education was generally centered on traditional
religious studies (Davidson, 2008). Many older
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adults in the UAE would have received their formal
education from the local Mutawa, and this may
partially explain the continued and widespread use
of the Mutawa'’s services.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that the consultation
of Mutawa for health and mental health related
issues remains widespread across the UAE. Research
undertaken in neighboring Gulf States has
attempted to quantify the use of these traditional
healers. One study employed a cross-sectional
household survey, spanning both urban and rural
districts of the Saudi capital, Riyadh (Al-Rowais, Al-
Faris, Mohammad, Al-Rukban, & Abdulghani, 2010).
Amongst the study’s (1408) participants, (42%)
reported consulting a traditional healer at some
point in their lifetime; 24% reported having done
so within the past 12 months. Alongside ostensibly
physical complaints, depression and sadness were
listed amongst the most common ailments for which
help was sought. The most frequently prescribed
intervention was recitation of the Holy Qur'an

(62.5 %), followed by a prescription of herbs (43.2 %).
The reasons given for seeking these traditional
forms of healing were: belief in their effectiveness
(51%), preference for natural remedies (29 %) and

nonresponse to allopathic medical treatments (25%).

Also, in the context of Saudi Arabia, Hussein (1991)
suggested that over 50% of patients eventually
receiving psychiatric services initially consulted

a traditional healer. A similar study undertaken in
Oman looked at psychiatric health service utilization
amongst a nationally representative sample of
5,409 young Omani citizens (14-23 yrs). The study
concluded that access to mental health services by
those with psychiatric disorders was poor, and that
such individuals were almost equally as likely to
seek help from traditional healers as they were from
allopathic health care providers (Al-Riyami, Al-Adawi,
Al-Kharusi, Morsi, & Jaju, 2009).

Given the widespread connection to this healing
tradition, it might prove more effective to explore
an integrative approach: one that seeks positive
contributions from healing systems grounded in
the sufferer’s own traditions, culture, and heritage.
Previous research suggests that such approaches
often provide meaning for sufferers and their
families, and that they can have a significant,
positive impact on the course and outcome of
mental health problems (Bracken & Thomas, 2001;
Kirmayer & Corin, 1988; Romme & Escher, 1989). The
integrative approach can combine both allopathic

(western) and traditional (non-allopathic) elements,
recognizing the merits of each without giving
preeminence to either. Prior to considering a more
integrative approach to mental health services

in the UAE, it is important to better understand
how the Mutawwa'in, the UAE’s traditional healers,
conceptualize mental health problems.

Method

Participants

A non-probability convenience sample of ten
traditional healers was used. All healers were from
either Abu Dhabi or the neighboring emirate/city-
state of Dubai. These two cities (emirates) are the
nation’s largest and most populous; Abu Dhabi is
the capital and the seat of government, while Dubai
has been described as the UAE's business capital

(Al Mualla, 2011). The participating healers were
identified by means of personal communications
and internet searches (some traditional healers now
advertise their services on-line). The internet search
involved entering the terms “mutawa” and “UAE’,

in Arabic, into the three most widely used search
engines (Google, Bing and Yahoo). Initially, eight
healers were identified and contacted by telephone
to confirm their current involvement in healing and
their willingness to participate in the study. All were
willing. However, three of the initial eight did not
currently offer healing. The remaining five provided
contact details for additional active practitioners.
Ultimately, this process of convenience and snowball
sampling yielded ten traditional healers: six from Abu
Dhabi and four from Dubai, whose ages ranged from
24 to 57 years (M =42.10, SD = 9.49). All participants
were males who were in regular employment or
completing tertiary education. Female Mutawwa'’in
(traditional healers) do exist, but are extremely rare.
None of the healers in the present study charged

for healing services, but rather their incomes were
derived from more conventional employment in

the engineering, media and business sectors. Prior
to approaching participants, the study received
institutional ethical approval (No. ZU14074F). All
participants were subject to a standardized verbal/
oral consent protocol, similar to that detailed by
Farrimond (2013). Each participant had the aims of
the study explained to him over the telephone in
the Emirati dialect of Arabic. Additionally, the study’s
information sheet was emailed to participants ahead
of the scheduled interview date. All participants
gave verbal consent, which was recorded prior to the
commencment of the telephone interview.
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Instruments Section

The author of this paper, a bilingual (Arabic/English)
Emirati female, conducted the semi-structured
telephone interviews. The interviews were framed
around exploring conceptualizations of mental
health problems (abnormal moods and behaviors)

in terms of phenomenology, etiology, intervention,
and outcome. All interviews were conducted by
telephone in the local Emirati dialect of Arabic, with
informants encouraged to draw on their own healing
experiences. All participants consented to the
recording of the interviews. These recordings were
later transcribed in Arabic and thematically analyzed.

Results

The metaphysical four

There was consensus amongst the healers that four
key metaphysical factors can occasionally explain
the presence of abnormal emotional or behavioural
states in certain individuals. These are: hassad (envy),
ain (the evil eye), sihr (sorcery) and jinn (unseen
beings). Numerous other studies amongst various
Muslim communities around the globe concur

on the centrality of these four etiological factors
within traditional Islam (AL-Habeeb, 2004; Ally &
Laher, 2008; Dein et al., 2008; Teuton, Bentall, &
Dorwick, 2007). Similarly, other religious traditions
also describe very similar phenomena (Dwyer,
2003). Amongst the Mutawwa'in in the present
study, the same four factors were also viewed

as possible etiological factors in physical health
problems. The UAE’s traditional healers appear to
hold a relatively holistic conceptualization of health,
which makes little distinction between the mental
and physical aspects which are often viewed as
interconnected. Similar observations have been
made in other studies of Muslim traditional healers
(AL-Habeeb, 2004; Ally & Laher, 2008; Dein et al.,
2008; Teuton et al., 2007). In the present study,
these four factors — the metaphysical four — were
commonly supported by reference to religious
authority, each being explicitly discussed in the
Qur'an and the literature pertaining to the traditions
of the prophet Muhammad (hadith). From amongst
the metaphysical four, the factor given the most
attention and emphasized most by the traditional
healers was the jinn.

Linguistically, jinn is derived from the Arabic verb
jann, which connotes something that is inaccessible
to the senses: something unseen or veiled. This
unseen aspect is also reflected in other derived
nouns and phrases, such as jannah (paradise), jinn
al-layl (the darkness of night) and jinnin (fetus - an

unseen creature, albeit one concealed within the
mother’s womb) (Ibn-Manzur, 2009). The jinn are
generally described as sentient creatures that,
although typically concealed to human senses, are
said to coexist alongside mankind. It is proposed
that the jinn occasionally interfere in the lives of
humans, and this interference can potentially lead
to the types of abnormal states and behaviors that
the western medical tradition typically associates
with psychiatric morbidity. The healers in the
present study distinguished between two levels of
jinn interference: malmoos (touched) and malboos
(worn), with the latter being synonymous with the
idea of possession. The former, being touched (which
can also have sexual connotations), is arguably less
severe than being possessed and has previously
been interpreted as ‘being influenced’ (Dein et al.,
2008).

Discussions about why the jinn would choose to
interfere with certain individuals revealed a number
of agreed upon demonological vulnerabilities or
pathways to possession/interference. The healers
suggested that sinful individuals, those neglectful
of religious obligations and prohibitions, were
particularly susceptible to jinn interference. One
healer described a revolving door scenario, where
he helps rid an individual of jinn interference

only to have that individual’s subsequent lack of
religious observance invite renewed interference
(relapse). The healer framed it thus: “The main
cause is distance from the Qur’an. The problem

is reduced if people stay close to the Qur'an and
perform Adhkar (remembrance). The problem is
that people just go back to their old ways after we
help them. They easily forget ” (M3). Similarly on

the theme of religious observance, another healer
emphasized wudoo (a state of ritual purity obtained
by performing special ablutions) saying:“...people
are more vulnerable if they are not on wudoo ” (M2).
This accords with the report of Dein et al. (2008),
where menstruation and the post-partum period
are identified as periods of elevated vulnerability.
Wudoo and formal prayer (salah) are not permitted
during these periods. Interestingly, all of the healers
in the present study also reported that women
were far more likely to seek their services. Within
this view, prayer and religious obedience take on
additional prophylactic dimensions. Several healers
also suggested that this vulnerability is exacerbated
during times of emotional distress: “Some people
are just vulnerable to the jinn and need to do extra
ibadah (worship). Some people become vulnerable
in times of emotional distress” (M1). As well as the
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idea of behavioral and dispositional vulnerability,
the concept of kindling (initial interference, making
future interference more likely) was also expressed.
One healer suggested that people are more likely to
attract subsequent jinn interference if “their body
has [previously] been opened to the jinn” (M3).
Beyond negative emotionality (stress sensitivity),
laxity in religious observance, and prior interference,
the healers also described how the jinn occasionally
fall obsessively in love (ishk) with certain individuals.
This was described as leading to enduring problems
in the absence of an intervention. Several healers
also mentioned that frequenting deserted, isolated
locations could be viewed as an environmental risk
factor for interference. One healer suggested that
there was a significant increase in the number of
males he sees during the UAE wintertime (October to
February), which he attributed to increased camping
activity in the desert during that period.

A final, very specific, pathway discussed was mas el-
wiratha (inherited jinn-interference). This is when a
witch/sorcerer (a person with some control over the
jinn) dies, and bequeaths his or her jinni (the singular
form of jinn) to a family member. The concept of mas
el-wiratha illustrates a degree of overlap between
the metaphysical factors, since sihr (witchcraft),
another of the metaphysical four, is also intimately
connected to the jinn. Witchcraft was described as
typically taking the form of communion with the
jinn. The witch is depicted as having a degree of
control over the jinn, and thereby using them to
bring harm to others. This harm could be anything
from emotional or relational problems, to terminal
illnesses; cancer was explicitly mentioned several
times. The idea of relapse and the revolving door

is experienced here too, as the healers suggested
that, even after they help a bewitched individual,

it is common that the malevolent party, the witch

or the witch’s paying client, will renew the curse. In
the words of one healer” ...people will come back
again after | have helped them, because the people
making magic against them are doing it on a routine
basis”(M8). All of the healers expressed extremely
negative attitudes towards those involved in
witchcraft, citing examples of how these individuals
dupe people, often taking large sums of money from
them. Another witchcraft-related theme was the idea
that these witches often masquerade as traditional
healers, using the good standing and respectability
of the Mutawa role to help lead people astray.

There is, however, witchcraft that goes beyond the
charlatan’s confidence trickery, and this is viewed

as being intrinsically reliant on the jinn. The healers
described the process of bewitchment as involving
communication with the jinn and the performance
of elaborate rituals. The outcome of bewitchment
was described as often resulting in symptoms
analogous to those articulated within the western
idiom of ‘'mental illness; for example: distressing
hallucinations, psychogenic paralysis, or heightened
levels of anxiety. The idea that the indicators of

jinn possession or bewitchment overlap with
psychiatric symptomatology has also been reported
by numerous other investigators (AL-Habeeb, 2004;
Morrison & Thornton, 1999).

In addition to jinn, and the closely related sihr
(witchcraft), the two other metaphysical factors
implicated in abnormal states are envy (hassad) and
the evil eye (ain). These were the least discussed;
however, there was a sense that other people’s envy
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(for example, wishing someone ill) could result

in a negative impact on mental health. Similarly,
ain, such as other people’s admiring glances,

was viewed as potentially harmful, including

the possibility of having a detrimental effect on
psychological wellbeing. Taken together, these

four metaphysical factors are routinely advanced

as possible explanations for the abnormal states
that western medicine might classify as psychiatric
conditions. However, it is important to note that the
healers did not limit themselves to the metaphysical
four, but also stated that such abnormal states can
have bio-psycho-social etiologies too. The jinn and
other metaphysical factors were viewed as just

one possible cause for ill health and behavioral
disturbance.

Bio-psycho-social model

The traditional healers all articulated models of
mental health that could be the result of things
such as adverse life events, genetics or idiosyncratic
cognitive styles. Again, this accords with previous
explorations of traditional healing within Muslim
communities in other nations (AL-Habeeb, 2004;
Ally & Laher, 2008; Dein et al., 2008; Teuton et al.,
2007). This is true historically too, as the Islamic
healing tradition was never solely demonological.
Furthermore, the roots of many advances in
contemporary biomedical practice can be traced

to Arabic and Islamic sources (Watt, 2004). Ishaq
ibn Imran, for example, wrote an entire treatise

on melancholia, a concept that would arguably
encompass today’s bipolar and major depressive
disorders (Omrani, Holtzman, Akiskal, & Ghaemi,
2012). This tenth century manuscript, the earliest
existent work devoted entirely to depressive illness,
is rooted in the Galenic humoural biology of the
ancient world. For Ibn Imran, depression and mania
were the result of excessive humours — black and
yellow bile, respectively. Imran’s work - yet to be
translated into English - also offers psychological
insights that correspond well with current cognitive
models of major depressive disorder. In Melancholia
Imran writes:

“Melancholy affects the soul through fear and sadness...

Sadness is defined by the loss of what one loves; fear is
the expectation of misfortune.” (Omrani et al., 2012 p.
117)

This statement resonates with contemporary
psychotherapeutic ideas about the role of loss —
real or imagined - in depression (Beck, 1979).

Similarly, linking fear and sadness accords with
current discussions about depression and anxiety
being manifestations of the same disorder. Through
Imran’s work, we glimpse a bio-psycho-social
description of depression in the Arab/Islamic world
of the tenth century.

Given the unanimous acceptance of bio-psycho-
social etiologies amongst the traditional healers

in the present study, it seems appropriate to
characterize their view of mental health problems
as a bio-psycho-social-spiritual perspective. One
healer estimated that only 20% of the individuals
consulting him actually had problems arising from
spiritual or metaphysical (jinn, sihr, ain, hassad)
causes. He suggested that the other 80% might
benefit from seeing a psychologist/psychiatrist, and
he would explicitly make this recommendation to
such clients. The same healer went on to categorize
certain individuals - those who routinely attempted
to fake possession - as suffering from factitious

or personality disorders: “Some clients fake it for
attention and perhaps have psychological problems
like Munchausen syndrome or personality disorders”
(M1). In addition to a familiarity with psychiatric
nomenclature, there were other concepts articulated,
such as patient outreach and the emergency room,
which suggested biomedical influences. There

was no antagonism expressed by the traditional
healers towards allopathic medical approaches.
They were positive about the idea of integrative
services for mental health care, suggesting that their
interventions (Qur'anic recitation, prayer, etc.) had
no adverse effects, and were generally helpful and
comforting regardless of etiological considerations.

Diagnosis & Intervention

The traditional healers’ diagnostic techniques and
interventions were similar, as both involved the
recitation of the Qur’an. The healers commonly
reported cases where jinn interference was
diagnosed accidentally. One healer described the
case of a terminally ill patient whom he visited for
the purpose of providing comfort through Qur‘anic
recitation. Upon reciting certain verses of the Qur'an,
the patient had a reaction (shaking, talking in a
strange voice, eyes rolling to the back of the head)
that the healer took as indicative of jinn possession.
More commonly, however, healers reported that
individuals actively sought out traditional healers,
either because they themselves, or a relative,
suspected jinn interference, evil eye, etc. In such
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cases, the healer read selected verses of the Qur’'an
and watched for adverse reactions. The actual

verses read varied from practitioner to practitioner,
although there were some verses that were widely
used. Whilst reciting, the healer looked for a response
in the individual, which might vary from subtle
indicators (such as shifts in mood) to screaming and
violent convulsions requiring restraint. Once the
diagnosis was made the intervention could begin.

The most typical description of intervention is
generally referred to as ruqyah shar’iyyah. The

word rugyah (pl. ruqa) refers to the healing and
protective words used to treat people suffering
from an affliction, whether mental, physical or
metaphysical (jinn). These words are typically recited
over the afflicted or written down and placed with
them. Typically, a rugyah uses a combination of
phrases taken from the Qur'an, or the sayings of
the Prophet (PBUH). The healers also described
reciting the Qur’an or placing a written verse within
a container of cold water and then using this water
to splash the afflicted in an attempt to alleviate jinn
interference. The use of water is linked to beliefs
about the jinn being created from smokeless fire.
Several healers suggested that there are also rare
occasions when a light beating - more symbolic than
physical - is administered in an attempt to convince
the jinn to cease its interference. Such physical
techniques extending to sham strangulation have
been reported in Muslim communities elsewhere
(AL-Habeeb, 2004; Dein et al., 2008). However, none

of the healers in the present study reported using
such potentially dangerous techniques themselves.
In addition to the Qur'anic recitation and water
treatment, several Mutawwa'in also mentioned the
use of herbal remedies such as dates, honey, saffron
and a substance know as gist al bahri (Costus root),
which can be burnt or ingested. Two of the Dubai
healers also reported using a technique known as
magnetic field therapy (MFT). This involves the use
of devices capable of subjecting parts of the body
to technologically-generated electromagnetic
fields. The healers were unsure as to the specific
therapeutic mechanisms of MFT in the context of
jinn interference, but they reported having had
great results with it: “the machine from Germany [MFT
device] helps lots of people. I'm not sure exactly how it
works, but the jinn don't like it. They hate it" (M2).

Discussions & Conclusions

The traditional healers of the UAE interviewed held
a broad view concerning the etiological factors
implicated in what might be termed mental health
problems or psychological complaints. Their views
of causation extended from the metaphysical to the
bio-psycho-social. Consequently, they saw the value
of biomedical, psychosocial and traditional religious
approaches to healing. All healers were positive
about the idea of integrated services and saw
themselves as making a valuable contribution to the
UAE’s health care sector. Future service development
plans in the UAE should consider greater integration
of traditional healers.
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1. Abstract

This is a video installation inspired by my late
grandfather. | was fifteen when he passed away;
however, | never got to know him or even have
a conversation with him due to the fact that

he was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s when | was
very young. Therefore, for this project | wanted
to produce a work of art that can help build and
portray a connection between my grandfather
and me that was never present when he was alive
through learning about what he did best.

He was passionate, committed, and loyal to the
sea and the sea life. He was very proficient in
manufacturing his own fishing equipment, such

as fish nets. My idea of getting closer to him is by
getting the chance to learn how to make a fish net.
| was able to achieve that because | was able to
ask my father and uncle to teach me and explain
to me the steps of making a fish net using my
grandfather’s technique.

| have recorded myself making a fish net with
my own hands while wearing the UAE traditional
women'’s clothing to represent my roots and
heritage for the reason that, in the past, people
where very attached to their culture as was my
grandfather.

2. Introduction

The idea of my senior project is inspired by my late
grandfather. | was fifteen when he passed away;
however, | never got to know him or even have a
conversation with him due to the fact that he was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. | was always amazed
by everything that is related to the sea and the sea
life. As | started looking through my previous work,
I noticed that | generally try to use objects that are
related to the sea in some of my projects because
it somehow reflects a part of me. | never knew the
reason that | was very passionate about the sea. |
often listened to my father and uncles talk about
my grandfather and how he loved and appreciated
the sea, especially because it was the main source
of livelihood during that time and how he loved
his job which then became his hobby. This made
me realize where my passion towards the sea came
from.

| wanted my senior project to reflect who my
grandfather was as a person and to find a
connection to bring me closer to him, even though
he is no longer with us: a connection that every
girl should have with her grandfather. My father
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told me that my grandfather was a well-known
“Nokhitha”, which means the captain and the leader
of the ship. He was very proficient in manufacturing
his own fishing equipment, such as a fish nets, fish
traps, and fishhooks.

Therefore, | wanted to learn all about his numerous
journeys at sea and the skills and techniques that
he had learned from his father to make the essential
fishing equipment that was used at that time.

| asked my father to teach me how to make my own
fish net. At the beginning he was hesitant because
making a fishnet takes time and is very hard to learn.
However, | was determined to learn as much as |
could. This particular fish net that | wanted to learn

how to make is basically a cage in the form of an egg.

In the past they used green palm fronds to make
fishnets, but nowadays they use flexible metal wires.
There are different sizes, and the length of the fish
net varies between half a meter and two meters.

In addition, there is a funnel shaped entrance to
prevent the fish from escaping.

| decided to use the more modern flexible wires

to make my fish net. These wires are the perfect
choice as they are capable of bending easily without
breaking.

In addition, | felt great joy as | tried to explore such
material because | was able to play with the wires
freely and make the form that | wanted using only
a little bit of force. | thought the process would be
much easier due to the flexibility of the wires. | did
think of using a different kind of material as | was
planning to experiment making the fish net using
something other than a wire.

However, after a lot of thought | came to the
conclusion that using a different material other than
a wire would defeat the purpose of me wanting

to get closer and finding a connection that could
convey my relationship with my grandfather, since
he used wires to make his fish nets. Therefore, |
decided to use the same material he used.

3. Starting Point

As a starting point, | asked my father (Mattar Khalifa
AlSuwaidi) and my uncle (Ahmed Khalifa AlSuwaidi)
to start teaching me the basic steps of making the
fish net. While watching my father and uncle make
the fish net the first time, | thought it was going to be
very easy and very quick. However, the second time |
came to the conclusion that making a fishnet takes a
great amount of time and a great amount of skill that
cannot be taught in a short period of time.

Therefore, | started to learn how to make a fish net
before starting my senior project course so | could
have a greater opportunity to learn without the
pressure to learn quickly. It took time for me to learn
the steps because they were extremely confusing
and | was overwhelmed by them. Even though |
began learning at an early stage, | had doubts as to
whether | was ever going to be able to memorize the
steps and make a fish net by myself.

However, | started to think of ways that could help
me learn and memorize the steps quickly, so |
recorded my uncle visually while he was explaining
and showing me the steps. After | was finished
recording, | watched the video over and over again
until | was able to learn the steps.

4. Artist Research

| began my project by researching artists who
worked with materials similar to those that |
intended to use for my senior project; this gave me
some idea on the approach that | should take to start
my project. It also helped me get more and more
inspired because it would be the first time | would
be using metal wires to create something. However,
even though it was my first experience, | liked that |
got very excited when working with something new
because it inspired me to working hard. | was also
very excited to see the final outcome.

4.1 Mustafa Senbel

Mustafa Senbel is an Egyptian sculptor. What
inspired me about this particular artist is his web-like
sculptural pieces that are made out of stone, metal
wires, and tiles.
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The images above are a few screenshots
of the video that | recorded of my uncle
teaching me the steps on how to make a
fish net using metal wires.
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In addition, he created two pieces which were called
“The Fishermen’s Net”; these two pieces were very
similar to what | was planning to approach in my
senior project.

He did a project in Saudi Arabia, at the Corniche of
Jeddah. His artwork stretches for miles along the
Red Sea. His main goal was to raise awareness about
the environment, mass, and space. He was able to
achieve his purpose because his sculptures attracted
a huge number of people; therefore, it resulted in
getting the people’s attention.

4.2 Kevin Iris

Kevin Iris is an incredible artist and sculptor who
has been around for over twenty-five years. | came
across his work while researching artists who create
sculptures using wires. He constructs beautiful tree
sculptures which are very impressive yet extremely
complex. He uses aluminum alloy wire as a medium.

What | loved about his work is that he is able to
make me as a viewer believe that his sculptures
have a magical touch. When you look at them, you
become immediately enchanted and captivated
since he creates the trees in an exquisite way which
implicates an astonishing beauty.

His technique when using the aluminum wires
seems easy: he twists, turns, and bends the wires to
produce the shapes, curves, and forms that he wants
to create in his sculptures. However, these shapes,
curves, and forms are a result of countless hours
spent in twisting, turning, bending the wires. Most
importantly, he must have great patience to produce
such challenging pieces of artwork every time.

In addition, what makes his work more puzzling
and inspiring is that he does not use any other
substances to make his sculptures; he relies only on
using wires, even though his sculptures vary in size
and shape.

4.3 Federico Carbajal

Federico Carbajal is a Montreal-based architect.
Carbajal is an artist who creates beautiful, anatomical
sculptures that represent a bodily structure. He
creates his pieces using electrified wire, stainless
steel, and acrylic, which make his artwork extremely
inspirational and exciting to see.

The early works of Alexander Calder, digital 3D
media, and architectural representation are the main
influences and inspiration behind his artwork.

He is known to sometimes combine drawing,
architecture, and sculpture in his pieces in order to
create what he calls “spatial sketching”.

His work is very interesting, and intriguing to look at.

| look at his work as often as | can, for the reason that
he is able to create extremely hard objects, such as
skulls and other parts of a human body, using wires.
This is very diffcult to do because wires are very hard
to play with and produce such features.

4.4 Rachel Ducker

Rachel Ducker is a British contemporary artist who
uses metal wires to sculpt human forms. She focuses
her attention on the expressive and emotional
dynamics of human nature.

What | like about her artwork is that it is very
complex, with a disciplinary structure which grabs
and attracts the viewer’s attention. | believe that she
has a dynamic, visual mind that allows her to create
such beautiful sculptures.

As | continued to research her work, | discovered
the reason behind her admiration towards using
metal wires as a medium. Before she was a sculptor
she was trained as a jeweller, which allowed her to
experiment with different mediums until she fell in
love with metal wires. Her sculptures portray a three
dimensional form on a two dimensional level to
create an effect that can resemble a pencil sketch on
the wall.

I was inspired by her work because every sculpture
she creates has a form that represents beautiful
shadows with the right amount of lighting; every
sculpture has a different and a unique posture. In
addition, it helped me research and experiment
more with the many ways of displaying my work in
an exhibition.

4.5 Previous Work

As | went through my previous work, | noticed that
in some of my projects | tried to include objects that
are related to the sea.

This project is basically drawing a crest that
symbolizes our personality and identity. | am

very attached to anything that involves the sea

or anchors. Ever since | was little, | loved to look

at anchors and collect and buy anything with an
anchor on it. In my crest, | included a text under the
anchor in Arabic, which basically says people should
not involve themselves in matters that do not belong
or relate to them. The main reason why | choose this
specific text was because my grandfather used to say
it all the time, and it is a motto | need to remember
always.

This is the Arabic text | included in the drawing in my
senior project:
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The sea is the field of men

| used the drawing and improved it through Adobe
Illustrator for the self-promotional package for my
Packaging Design class. After | was done with the
drawing in lllustrator, | used it to create a set of
postcards that reflects my work as an artist.

5. Learning Process

As for the process of my project, | began by learning
how to twist and handle the metal wire. After that,
my father and uncle started to teach me the basic
steps of making a fishnet using my grandfather’s
technique.

| am in a constant search to learn more about
manufacturing fishnets. | tried searching online for
tutorials that could help me explore more ways and
techniques in making fishnets. However, | was unable
to find any videos. Therefore, | had to research places
that manufacture fishnets and visit them to learn and
get a bit of a visual experience.

During my research | found a couple of numbers that
belong to a local entrepreneurs that are operating

a business which is responsible for manufacturing
and selling fishnets to fishermen. | was able to get

in touch with one man, called Bu Saif. | arranged a
meeting with him and | had to visit Jumeirah Beach
where he operates his business. | asked him to show
me the process of making the fishnets. He was kind
enough to allow his employees to show me how it is
done.

5.1 Interview 1:

My Father, Mattar Khalifa AlSuwaidi

The people of the Gulf have learned to coexist

with the sea as a friend, and as a main source of
livelihood. The sea is considered as the scene and
inspiration for many poets and a refuge for those
who are surrounded by a circle of psychological pain.
The sea can create and provide an unlimited source
of happiness; however, it can also be a great source
of grief and sorrow.

Men are in an on-going challenge with the sea
because it is an indispensable resource that they
depend on despite the suffering that they go

through from risks and tragedies during their
journey.

Our ancestors suffered a lot, perhaps losing a
beloved parent or a friend, despite their knowledge
around the forms of the weather and the timings

of the wind. Still, they were always surprised by

the disorder of the waves and the wind when they
were deep in the sea due to the lack of motors and
engines to help them determine the timings and the
duration of the unpredictable changes of the wind
and the waves.

In the sea, they tried to be as independent as
they possibly could along side the use of oars and
sails in the sea. They did not have the tricks or the
full awareness that could help them avoid risks.
There were countless men who went missing, and
numerous boats were found on the beachfront
scattered in small pieces.

My father is not an expert when it comes to the

sea despite his passion towards the sea, and his
experience is almost negligible when compared to
his father and his ancestors. My father’s grandfather
was referred to as one of the men who was the most
aware and the most wise about the sea.

My grandfather used to accompany my great-
grandfather everywhere he ordered him to, and
naturally he would do as he was told; he learned
from his father the craft of making traps and, most
importantly, the ability to fish.

A portrait of my late grandfather,
Khalifa Obaid AlSuwaidi
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The sea is the field of men

In addition, my grandfather was a very powerful
commanding figure and he was able to gain the title
of the Nokhitha, which means the captain of the
ship. This was due to his strong personality, physical
strength, and wide knowledge of the various secrets
of the sea. He had also mastered the art of diving in
deep in the sea in order to extract the finest types of
pearls, and had great skills in fishing.

Just like any other captain and just like any other
fisherman, my grandfather was well aware of the
different titles of the wind and its timing, as well as
having knowledge about the four main directions of
the wind. He was familiar with the best locations for
fishing and he was proficient in manufacturing his
fishing equipment, such as fishhooks and different
types of fishnets and fish traps that were used at that
time. Fish traps are called garagir in our language.
“Garagir are deployed from boats (traditionally fishing
dhows known as lanshs, or palm-frond shashahs),
being hauled back to surface for emptying and re-
baiting” (Fishing).

In the past, the people of the sea used to use the
green palm fronds to construct their own fishing
traps, and they would try to sell the fishing traps to
the fishermen to gain money. This was their way to
get food on the table and provide for their families.
With the passage of days and years, the technique
of manufacturing fish traps evolved: instead of using
palm fronds, people started using the flexible and
lightweight metal wires that were used in tractors
and cranes. At that time these wires were hard to
come by; therefore, fishermen had to import these
wires from outside.

Fishnets and fish traps have different names, types,
and sizes.“Gargour (plural garagir) traps are igloo-
shaped domes, weighted to the seabed with rocks or
cement and baited with fresh or rotting fish, which
entice a variety of fish to enter through a one-way
funnel-like opening” (Fishing). As my father and
uncles told me, my grandfather was extremely skillful
in manufacturing fishing traps. Many fishermen
would come up to him and request that he make
them fishing traps to order, depending on what

they requested regarding number and size. As for
the features of the fish traps, they would not discuss
that with him because they are well aware of his
talent, skills, and proficiency in this particular field.
My grandfather learned the craft of pearl diving from
his father, and he was excellent. Many ship-owners

would request that he accompany them to learn
from him, but he was keen to work with those who
gave him their trust. Chivalry, loyalty, and word of
honor were important to him, which made it easier
for people to trust and learn from him.

My grandfather learned from his father how to
construct the sails to be used as a means for the
movement of the ship; sails were and still are made
of wood and ropes. They would start building as
much as they could so that when the moment came,
they would build them into the ship and begin their
journey. In addition, my grandfather learned how

to manufacture the crucial diving equipment, such
as the rope that was connected to a stone, which

the diver tied at his waist and which helped him
reach the bottom of the sea quickly and effortlessly,
so that he had enough air in his lungs to breathe.
Additionally, the pearl diver connected a basket
beside his neck to assist him in carrying the pearl
oysters. If the diver felt the desire to go to the surface
after the air in his lungs decreased, he would shake a
rope so that his friends would pull him up toward the
surface.

My father and his father were just like other men
who seek comfort, relief, and tranquility from the sea
despite the countless risks that they faced to provide
for their families and despite the horrors of the sea,
which was a constant threat to their survival. It was
very hard for them to be apart from their family for
along period of time. The jeopardy that they were

in did not make their journey any easier. It took so
much strength from their bodies to overcome rough
seas, high waves, rain, high winds, extreme cold,

and helplessness especially in the winter season,
when they did not have the clothes that could shield
them from the severity of the cold weather and the
pouring rain.

However, they fought back against the sea because
they depended on God and believed that they could
not escape from the sea and that they must bear his
wrath on them, not to mention that the sea was their
only source of livelihood.

They learned to understand the sea’s disadvantages
by time they became accustomed to what might
be ahead of them. They were always in a constant
challenge with the sea and they felt great joy when
they came back home, because they were able to
reunite with their families and had the privilege of
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The sea is the field of men

being able to provide for them. Most importantly,

it was also proof that they were able to defeat the
dangers of the sea, which gave them complete pride
and self-importance.

When | was finished with this interview with my
father, | felt great satisfaction and pleasure because |
received so much information about my grandfather
that | did not know before. It helped me to get to
know him better. | also learned that he was the main
cause of our stability as family, since he was able to
provide for my father and his brothers and sisters,
and they in turn were able to provide for us with the
utmost well being, comfort, and reassurance they
had been taught to them by him. My father told me
that my grandfather was very serious in teaching
them how to be responsible at a very young age,
which made them stronger as they grew up.

| do not remember much about my grandfather,

and the things I am able to remember are very

few. | remember him being in a wheelchair. | do

not remember his face clearly, but | do remember
his laugh. | remember him shouting at people he

no longer recognized, and | remember that he
sometimes was able to remember my father and my
aunt. Before interviewing my father, all | could recall
about him that he was unable to walk and had no
strength to even speak, but now that | have learned
more about him, he he has become more of a role
model and a strong figure in my mind.

This project gave me the opportunity to get to know
and experience my roots, my culture, my heritage,
and, most importantly, my grandfather.

| have learned a lot from interviewing my father and
my uncle and from gathering all the information |

can get about my grandfather. The interview was
extremely beneficial due to the fact that not only did

I learn about my grandfather, but | learned about my
great-grandfather, and the history of the people of the
Gulf and their main source of livelihood in the past.

After my interview with my father, | tried to integrate
some of the information he gave me into my
project, for example, my grandfather was the main
inspiration behind the location of the video. He used
to sit by the seashore and make two to three fishnets
a day to use for fishing when they start their journey.

In addition, my father told me that my grandfather
made his fishnets in the morning, from 6:00 until
11:00. Therefore, | decided to shoot the video during
the same time.

5.2 Interview 2:
My Uncle, Abdullah Khalifa AlSuwaidi

My eldest uncle used to accompany my late
grandfather during their fishing trips. Therefore, |
decided to prepare a few questions and ask him
about their journeys and what they did at that time
to prepare for the voyage.

Question 1: Was fishing the main profession for

men at that time?

Yes, for our family it was. Fishing was one of the most
prominent occupations which formed our source

of livelihood. My father, your grandfather, who was
the Nokhitha, would gather the members of the
crew about a month before the start of the fishing
season. He was very precise in the tasks that must

be undertaken to prepare for the voyage and made
sure everyone was ready and fully prepared. There
were many crucial tasks that had to take place before
sailing into the sea to prevent any dilemmas.

The first task was that the Nokhitha, the crew, and
the people of the village gathered and pulled

the ships out of the sea. It was a big transition

to withdraw all the ships and land them on the
beach instead of leaving them in the sea after the
completion of the diving season every year. In
addition, even though it was a very hard task, we all
enjoyed it because it brought all the people together
and made the task easier for us.

The second task was cleaning the ships from

dirt, marks, or stains and the necessary repairs of
whatever was broken and needed to be fixed. They
called the carpenter to take charge of the essential
maintenance that the ships required.

The third task is all the sailors painted the upper
part of the ship and then painted the underside to
protect and help the ship survive during the long
period of time in the sea.

Finally, the last task was that the Nokhitha, which
was your grandfather, gathered the sailors who were
part of the crew and selected a few of them and
asked them to help him supply the ship. This also
gave the sailors the chance to buy their supplies and
the supplies necessary for their families.

Question 2: Can you talk to me about diving and
when is the right season?

Pearl diving season starts with the beginning of
summer and ends when the cold weather starts, thus
preventing further pearl diving to two periods of time.

A diving crew consists of:

AlNokhitha: The ship’s captain and leader.
AlGhais: The sailors.

AlSeeb: The person who is responsible for pulling the
sailors back on board. His mission was to be attentive
to the signals the divers sent while they were in the
water.

AlJalas: The person in charge of opening the oysters
and checking for pearls.

AlWaleed: The person who does lightweight work in
the ship.

AlNaheem: The person who is responsible for
entertaining the crew by making jokes and singing.

Emirates Flashes |issuel | March 2016 e— —



— 2016 ujlo | 1 saell | duillol culebal

cli¢ Cuilsa «lguiles asal ila piletll Jilwg L lgic Tyal
RY-T ils L,JL1.|L|9 laadll u|p N u}.n.d| oo 294!
Lol clysall (o1 a2 o PYJ%] gpalgall odm qu
Egilslso dlaj a cadbwdll culyig aalat oo lgsa |).n_|
g lgega) Sing Jolrall Gkl (o «pgilileng
ol Glacl o iuell doal ygakay

&g;.ﬂlo.]l Q9aig opall e.lg.u Sl ejlu .6
Jualaill J4a o paull el capo Lals L_,.ul galgll
o Csgial ol lgule uapeil ill culyiaillg lgiean Al
Lals céuiljlodll 8Ll yadi dS.p.u [ l_}u.ch.IJ lgeio
aspoaill Legpiio Lo puull laac yisi ligksio cuigs
dogo e }JS)JJ[S ‘CLOLQ_" j9laedl Ao e 6xni0o

3l () ) 8yl Jaadl elall o 2y o
uagdy vl disgi giii s liSmg cclall 4o A gd,
I3 sey «(ad 83algll 8pollg dunall) o Cilyo piic
w13l 8j0 yagall Ll sgey i digaull g I sein)
Masic qguoadl i Gin poddl Jlgh Joell 13g1 pgdug
hlioll Caganell Cieiall Gl Josll L gii

capdall iliey 8yl Capai aé Gill galedll geg
sad il eal ailyll i OIS pagall dlay
ol ol lgaun jll Gage L dsuse yalsol G
lgio wgglsiy lgils ill dsollgli culilgiallg galgally
(walell) ysdl dasy lgiog Ll SSllg ibise dllg clesll
elall olyo 839y Canny yalgall Cupay yase gng
dgabill oluall La ccasllg

8y0 d3gall (sl asyll yagé ye puolall lgus 19209
Jew b ol daigo clgiil sey yagall LI 3l
Ay 3| Log.l 30 G 10 gt Lo aglyili alisog proiuon

saell dlyds sapll Gl cid Gl ol adglgi o spdl
-dnuingiallg op.q_uaﬂ ol oo Lg.oba.og

Jaay ol die Cullalg (ailySs o ac go aghl i
dclug ol culslaeii] padllg Gusbull Sllgm o G
pago Ul Gl 0gis «yagall s, ] Gllhilll scgo
ceaaldl L_\,J| ol olbo Jrod Losic 8ale s uls uagell
q.9_|1| u-l-‘: Mji 630d joluug canall J.I.Q.QQ.II.\.I oo
8Ll &0« Logac Ll Eaugo Jgids in Lujai _;.g.u.l|
t—uuml_spldwwpumuagﬂ',wg»uluﬂ
ol sl uagell day dulsy pali Edg «wbdo) ygut dilsy

_ eaiy (Juapll dcbu guai losicg .Sl jguiull gidy
S LIS 5y:)l gainio (ool asle Sl sgul ple
gl ugess whbaleall Ll gualill cllgm glsgl ljleag
gl §jll 83g2llg dolluully

o peal yagell Jualai ye soel Sijglhe ol galgllg
cwagell cully) oo a_n.ug_lﬂ oL S L_.,Jl &4 dls
alghall Lg_l.uaLn_l o 630duuo Lgule ] lo

ol Jodll L_,.n:\al Ug . 1920 guaall hypill diaill
i L_1|_\).o.o.| Slapeo cuicl ac culyss 0 uagell
s UJJIQ ,Jagsﬂ abilsa u-“ Cawdll Lg_l.ga| s L:,.LJ|

Jiagll ulsgo yaul

40 e



4]

The sea is the field of men

Question 3: What is the main procedure to be
taken when diving?

After sunrise, the divers descend into the sea. The
divers are required to hold a short rope tied to one
of the oars of the ship. Each diver had to put on
“AlFutam”, which is a bone-like implement similar to
a laundry clip that prevents water from entering their
nose. In addition, the divers attach a small fishnet
bag to their neck into which they put the oysters
they collect. It is also a way of communication
between them and “Alseeb”, which is the person who
is responsible for pulling them back on board. His job
is to be attentive to the signals the divers send while
they are at the sea.

In addition, divers attach a cord to the bottom of
their feet that connects a lump of lead weighing
between 5 to 10 kgs. This helps them dive to the
bottom of the sea faster. When the divers reach the
bottom of the sea, the person in charge of pulling
the sailors back on board pulls off the rope that was
attached to the feet of the sailors because they no
longer need it.

After that, the divers work begins by collecting the
oysters that are deep in the ocean and then placing
them into the bag attached to their neck. In order

for them to return to the ship before running out

of breath they must signal the person in charge of
pulling them by shaking the rope. He then pulls them
up to the surface of the sea with the utmost force.

When the divers return to the ship, it is time for them
to relax until their shift is over. Every diver must dive
ten times throughout the day until the sun goes
down, marking the end of a day that was full of risks
and danger.

Question 4: Are there any illnesses that might
affect the members of the ship, especially the
divers? If yes, how do you cure these diseases
when you don’t have a doctor on board?

Yes, there are many diseases that might affect the
divers; which is mainly caused by the dangers

of the fish, snails, and gelatinous animals. Since
there was no doctor around, they had to deal with
it by themselves with the help of the rest of the
crewmembers; for example, they would use herbs or
iron their skin using fire. The most common illness
that might affect the sailors is suffering from a high
fever that makes the body shiver and it is mainly
caused by the cold bottom water from the sea and
the warm water from the surface.

Question 5: | have heard you talk about ‘Diving of
Apostasy’, what does it mean?

It means going back again to dive after the official
end of the season in September. The duration ranges
from ten to thirty days and no longer, due to the
intense cold weather at the end. The ships that go
back to the sea are few in number and are mostly
small and medium in size.

Question 6: What do you remember about the
preparation phase for the voyage and the hour
that the ships sail?

The diving season usually began during the time
when the Gulf waters are inclined to warmth, and it
lasted for more than four months: almost until the
onset of winter. However, the start and conclusion
of the diving season or varied from year to year,
especially if Ramadan starts at the beginning of the
diving season. When that was the case, the start was
delayed until the end of the holy month.

When the hour comes to leave after the preparation
for the voyage, a black flag, called “Alnoof”, rises on
the boat. This is basically what signals the starting
point, when the men head to the ship and all the
people from the village gather to say their goodbyes
and pray for them to safely return to their families.

Before | interviewed my uncle | had so many
questions that | had asked my father about the
events that occurred before, during, and after the sea
journey, but he was unable to answer me. He instead
asked me to ask my uncle because my father did not
have enough experience and my uncle had far more
knowledge and experience.

After | finished interviewing my uncle, | had perfectly
good answers to my questions. He taught me the
definitions of the terms used at sea, which made it
easier for me to research online for resources. Before
| learned all the sea terms, it was difficult for me to
read articles about the sea because it was written
using only sea terms.

However, after the interview and after gathering

all the information, | was able to go back and do
more research. | felt more fully able to understand
what was written in each article since | had enough
knowledge around the traditional terms that
describe sea journeys from beginning to end.

6. Experience and Outcome

How | finally approached my project was rather
different from how | started. In the beginning, for
example, | wanted to include text in my piece.
However, as | moved further with my project |
developed my ideas with time. | wanted to take
some elements into consideration to produce a
better outcome, such as focussing more on the
video shooting process rather than the fishnets.
After | finished shooting the video, | started to focus
more on how to present and showcase the video
installation to get a better result. The end results of
the video have influenced my way of thinking greatly
as | developed a better perspective of how | wanted
to proceed with my work.

My past ideas and decisions helped me think more
positively and produce a better concept. Throughout
my years studying at Zayed University, | have gained
so much experience through constant hard work,
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The sea is the field of men

observation, and constructive criticism from my
mentors and colleagues. As | have undertaken new
courses, | have become more flexible, confident, and
knowledgeable, which has made it easier and more
comfortable for me to progress, thrive, and achieve
better artwork. | think that everything | have learned
has benefited me in challenging myself to develop
and think more out of the box, which makes me
approach things differently. In addition, | have learned
that simplicity sometimes is best, that is, the simpler
elements in a piece project a more powerful message.

| truly believe that | have allowed myself to grow
and learn how to take charge of my decision-
making, which was hard for me at the beginning.
My work now can speak for itself, and everything |
produce reflects who | am as an artist and reflects
the message | want to send. | realize that education
drives us to achieve greatness through learning.
Therefore, research was a big part of my senior
project; | worked hard towards my research process
by interviewing people who have greater knowledge
in the field of my senior project concept.
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Executive Summary

We chose the topic “Empowering Women through
Education and Career” and we used the UAE as an
example. We divided our topic to be into four main
parts: Part 1 talks about the historical representation
of women in Islam: Part 2 talks about empowering
women through education: Part 3 is about the role of
women in building Emirati society, and Part 4 discusses
the challenges that Emirati women face. We ended the
paper by providing recommendations to overcome

all of those challenges. Additionally, part one focusses
on how Islam, the Quran and the prophet encourage
education. Also, it discusses the equality between men
and women’s rights, including learning and working.
Part two focuses on how the rulers Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al-Nahyan, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, and
the UAE government support Emirati women through
their education and career path. Part 2 also provides
statistics and facts about the education of women

and men in the UAE since 1970. Furthermore, Part 3
shows how Emirati women are contributing to the
success of the UAE today and taking positions in both
government and private sectors, including leadership
positions, and mentions some success stories of
prominent women.

The purpose of this research paper is to present all the
possible opportunities, advantages, support, benefits
and encouragements that are/were given to Emirati
women, and then search for the challenges that are
still a barrier to women'’s educational and career
paths. Also, we need to know all the difficulties that
Emirati women might face in order to find suitable
solutions. This research paper intends to present
recommendations on how Emirati women can be
educated and thus work in better conditions. In
addition, we will show that the UAE is one of the most
supportive countries among both Arab and non-
Arab regions and that it gives full care and attention
to women; we also intend to show how our society,
culture and environment has become more flexible
from the perspective of empowering women. We
especially wanted to show how Islam and the Quran
strongly support women’s education and careers, and
thus to prevent and counter all the negative images
of some Arab cultures toward the role of women in
society and life. We as Emirati females are interested
presenting this topic, especially since we are still in
the line of education. So by this research we can know
more about the opportunities in this field, and on the
other hand we can find solutions for the challenges
that might occur in the future.

S3saii yaile

alga) auipll 834l dassallg &ualill &gl 2o Lolauui]
GuBiai L (Spmgall slyall jgal saaiall dypell ciljloll
Lijisl ols «algallg goinall s3guriall &ugurgill dsaiil
plall o UaSai & o;u.u.n «dailjlol ol;.oll” £9a90

Cuas gy oo quﬂ o wifi @i (Sillg “Joasllg
LAyl 'o_LLx.u_IJ| oo OIJ.OJI 8910 Jodll jgaell dgb.u
usadlly Lilyall giadl Il Tslitul ellsg oulaill dronlg
dlgbuo e jgnall Ixm jusyi e Tuaa daypiul dygull
Gall lgul) Gleg «Goanll o Jallg dlrall o Luul
dgall pes e il jgaall jSpg - Joallg eulaill s
b -0lgi JTollaku o silj awidl sligh Silaly aliao
ity widli (egise JI sulily o sono Apiillg -olyd alll
slpall alll olej « 13 Sl clyjoll pulao usfy dlgal
wgall ol Gudaig plall 56 lgaia Guabr 4 diljlodll
oo Jadlg OIJ.OJI ey Gloii duilian] dulys Sl gasiiue
o JWaiilll ef ¢pog «ualell gpdll cilizew 3ie ciljlodl
lgsloig « souagilly eainall slyall g3 LI Cullill jgaall
&o «yalrllg k:,.ogSaﬂ cHelnall oo dolgll cualiall
cloaw 8 ool Gill bl cloandll GAey sic casdgill
Silsaill Gle il jgaoll G el bl wiljlodl
Sl laals whayll algi Lag auillodll slpell aslgi il
ibsaill odm jolad d&sass Jga calbagill yaer

aalgi k_,,LJ| ul_l.\a.xﬂg uaall groa jlul Gl Gl s_o.\.g_l
byl Lua.llg «all guai bo Gudai o CU.||JL0.|J| 8lyall
Laslods Lgtlol ill algalls Uljallg el asel le cgual
aagill Graniy auasdl ool calpiduulg (gl dgadl

sé Gill Gllgall e cayeilly 6ijoll dsigally dyayleill
8lpoll eyl jas &4aySg cdealill Jolall bhliitulg Lggalgi
Joall saals culjlodll jgs jlul o <lgloc uag)b Jrguig
dun go sellellg Guyell (sgiuall Sle dlpoll Locs yisll
diullg gaizall 93 Sle jusyillg olidillly ploim il Lgitly]
E4lleill zlxial dyiljlodl 8lpoll (juSaig jujeil dalailly
lgas pegg dlyadl dilso jie pdbuwdll Ol Cua cdpo bl
iljlodl 8lyoll guag dijlao Layly (Josll plell o
sdg .ddhioll 4 sdll culesinall jas oo l.g_e_xag.l
Jolallg yasall o saill o W dulysdl odm caalil
dbaiue Joell cigys G 0 lggalgi aa Sl culysail]

@i Cuay cdgili salg dlgl jsbas ] ol i)
cluwsill o 33l Cilllaog ilago auar plall e jusjil
(25) 9 (18) (yut dnglyiall dypoell diall o culiil Lo Ll
ciligiueg ducloial cullla ;pog willoleg Calila (i
aya) cualio gl Cilgillol (giy pog «Galie doylad
) o sl st Il CjSila dugilill jsbiasdl Loig
il il 4 slyall | olhuslll pes e dsalnall sl
dsolle l calyguiniall Ll Lauly cdaypiul dguill Cusladllg
aaani Sl jpedlg alaill oo daginyll 6aball jgs jpui L._?.dl

Emirates Flashes |issuel | March 2016 e—



m— 2016 ujlo | 1 sxell | dpil)lol calelial

H.E. Raja Easa Al Gurg
Managing Director, Easa Saleh Al Gurg Group

Gl Guue by Glles
G1all alba degano )

il s pull

dyayli 841 sp bl La siall

CaulSill La sloLusall

8lyall Gginl liging Uaan ylisdll 4isl (o @il lll sy
duolin dasd) &ilso sljoll plbualll Lol séls ollell L4
63glgall ils pac o @dalall jgac Sa lgisaial
oy ils 317 (s Lmslg @iy Lgipl le Tle ay puie
sél lguoni Goan gl (uiled (sl sy sailull L Lilall
8393509 d3ghuds dogllo ollull Jud sljell cuils
slpall Ghedg caulnlall Jlacl pjaul piludll ilg
(islamicfaq, n.d) “aeypidl Jla 4 lgagan

S0 oy U dlglusall (s celoon dypindl s pllullla
59 Las ((Engnieer. A, 2004) iilg 553 ;u Gganll
(dang aule alll Sha) Suill pagly - jjell all ilis a

dyouleill dyayil i Ul &o alhil L:,.';'Jlg duilylo Ul éi}oJI
Jasll T 8lpall cunual 31 sligh sétall byl Lill
g il digaiilly &ysbiniall &iagill luso
lgalail 0l s« Jlacdll glhd L daliig wiljlodl
élgall P JUa oo dusbaialll duagill dlac jaa o0 193
bl cluylg lgaylag saldl Jals dllell paleill gays
aymga donl o pudeill Lol cibigiwadl 64 duouleill
quuu_IJI claiyll §18aig duodill dac &y o

ol jgaell

@l «ibgiumall dals e slyall digi 8pis ] o
Juu 56 g Sl apdil Lgislia Jb o dgall asd
&l 0l ] clglacg lgoylai a dyijlodl] slall (yySa

03 Sy cagu Jlaall im é dadls JIji Lo calisai

Lgiliiy Cilpagill @yadig Lgde e agdall dulall

8lyall (Sl

46 mamm



e 47

Empowering women

We chose primary and secondary sources in order
to collect evidence for the research. For the primary
sources, we chose to develop a survey and have
interviews. The survey was distributed only to UAE
females, as our research focused on one specific
category. In addition, most of the responders

were between the ages of (18) and (25) and are

still studying and/or working. Also, the survey was
distributed among women with different marital
statuses who have or are in different levels of
education. The interviews were done with Emirati
women who have high positions in their careers. For
the secondary sources, we chose Islamic books and
quoted the Quran and Hadiths to provide evidence
on how Islam supports women. Also, we used Emirati
online newspapers to provide us with information
that supports our research objectives. We found that
the UAE's leadership is the most important factor
behind women's success these days. It started with
Sheikh Zayed’s strategy and his vision and ended
with what Emirati women are nowadays. Emirati
women'’s participation in the UAE’'s economy and
especially their holding many high positions in the
UAE has proven to the world that Emirati women
are well educated and have an important role in
UAE development. We found that educated women
are extremely successful in the business industry
and have improved the UAE's economy. The UAE
government gives its citizens valuable opportunities
to study both inside the country and abroad.

His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid is

a UAE leader who gives his students moral and
financial support. Our government views education
as important to improve the country, therefore

they provide young Emiratis with a respectable
educational system and all necessary tools to help
them in developing their skills.

Area of study

Although there are many opportunities and benefits
given to Emirati women to empower them in
education and career paths, still there are challenges
they face in this area. Therefore, the area of study of
this research is to present all the difficulties and then
provide recommendations.

Literature Review

The representation of women in Islam: a historical
perspective

Islam represents women as equal to men in
rights:

The main and greatest source of support for women
all over the world is Islam. Islam has given a great

reputation and status to women. In fact, the status
of women before Islam was extremely upsetting.
Women were treated very severely. Moreover,
female babies were buried alive; there was no life for
women. It was a shame on families, especially the
husbands whose wives gave birth to females. There
were no beliefs, laws or rules that protected women.
However, all these beliefs were prohibited after the
emergence of Islam (islamicfaq, n.d). Islam is the
only religion which gives full attention and concerns
to women; it discusses in detail women'’s rights and
how women are equal to men in most respects.
Women'’s rights are protected and applied by the
Shariah law (Islamic law).

There are many reasons why Islam gives equal rights
to both genders, and one of these reasons is that
Islam gives a great place and honor to all humanity
no matter whether male or female (Engnieer. A,
2004). Moreover, the Holy Quran states there is no
discrimination between genders and only righteous
deeds elevate one person above another. There

are many of the Prophet’s Hadiths that support the
status of women in Islam; one hadith says that,

“A person who is blessed with daughters and makes no
discrimination between them and his sons and brings
them up with kindness and affection will be as close to
me in Paradise as my forefinger and middle finger are
to each other”. Furthermore, Allah states in the Holy
Quran: “but who does good works, whether male or
female, and is a believer, such shall enter Heaven, and
shall not be wronged even as much as the little hollow
in the back of date-stone”. Both the hadiths and the
Holy Quran state that Islam does not encourage any
discrimination between genders (islamicfaq, n.d).

The rights of women to be respected appreciated
and value in Islam teachings:

Itis clearly stated in the Holy Quran that women
have their own individual status and lives. According
to the Islamic Law, women should not be treated as
an adjunct of their fathers, husbands, brothers or
sons. They have their full rights as men do, without
any discrimination. Women in Islam are respected
and valued, not because they are intended to be
mothers or wives, but because they are complete
human beings. In addition, the Prophet (PBUH) said:
“The best among you is he who is best in his treatment
towards his wife” (Abu Daud) (Engineer. A, 2004).
Furthermore, women have rights to have freedom

in various aspects such as to possess wealth and
own property, freedom to express their opinions,
freedom to work, and many other things. For
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instance, if a woman has her earned or inherited
wealth, she has the right to keep or spend it as

she likes. Also, as Islam is an open and accessible
religion, it encourages and allows women to express
their opinions, and in this way we can see how
Islam considers women to be an important part of
society (islamicorg, n.d). Moreover, women have
their freedom to work as men have their freedom
to work. According to (Albuti. M, 2003): “the types
of work which Islam has declared to be permissible

for men, it has likewise declared to be permissible for
women”. It shows that both men and women can
share the same freedom and there is no difference
among them. Moreover, women are provided with
social rights namely, activities, professions and skills

that result in religious and material benefit to society.

Examples of social rights are attending prayer in

the mosque, taking part in academic and cultural
pursuits, and pursuing professions and crafts and
the exercise of other skills. Mosques are places of
worship shared by both men and women together.
In addition, the Prophet (PBUH) said:

“If your wives ask your permission to go out to the
mosque at night, allow them to do so”. This proves
that in the days of the Prophet (PBUH), mosques
were not the sole province of men as many people
nowadays believe. Furthermore, seeking knowledge
and attending lectures were not restricted to men;
in fact women were included. Also, women attended
sessions devoted to teaching, guidance, and the
exchange of reports which supported the Prophet’s
deeds and statements.

Islamic women were also enjoying participating in
different types of skills and crafts. For instance, they
were allowed to buy, sell and engage in whatever
crafts or professions they wanted or needed to. In
addition, women were welcome to come to Medina
with goods to sell; and then if they did sell their
goods, they could buy other goods to sell in the
village. Thus, women could support their families
and benefit their society. So here we can see that
the Islamic system of trade first provides women
with a choice of whether they want to work or not;
second, it gives them the freedom to choose what
type of work they want; and third, it gives them the
opportunity to work in order to support their family
and serve the society as well. All these rights and
freedoms are provided to women by the Islamic Law,
unlike other religions which do not support any of
these rights (Albuti. M, 2003).

How the Prophet (PBUH) talks about the
importance of education for men and women,
and how it is important regarding the society:
Education has a massive importance in Islam.

The word “Igr'a’, which means ‘read’in Arabic, was
the first verse of the Holy Quran to be revealed

to the Prophet (PBUH). Also, “Igr'a”, indicates that
Muslims should be learning, exploring and seeking
knowledge. Also, the Holy Quran and many Hadiths
show the importance of education and how is it
obligatory for every Muslim. In addition, Muslims
consider knowledge the path to be closest to
Allah. “Are those equal, those who know and those
who do not know? It is those who are endowed with
understanding that receive admonition” Surah

39/9. This states how Allah values those who seek
knowledge (Abuarqub. M, 2009).

However, the perspective of Islam in education

is that Muslims have to be educated in order to
guide the society, and serving the society is one

of the Muslim’s responsibilities. Because of that,
Islam does not only require seeking knowledge,
but also requires practicing what is learned and
then sharing it. So first of all, seeking knowledge

is not specific to men; it is for women as well. In
evidence of that, the Prophet (PBUH) said: “seeking
knowledge is the obligation of all Muslims” Also,
another Hadith says: “A man who has two daughters
and brings them up and educates them to the best of
his capacity shall be entitled to paradise’. As a result,
the Hadith shows that education is valued for both
men and women. The second process is practicing,
which is one of the essential parts of learning. There
is no value in knowledge if it does not transfer to
practice. The final process is to share what you have
learned. In addition, the Prophet (PBUH) was always
encouraging Muslims to share their knowledge
and experience. In Islam, sharing is one of the key
successes of societal development. For example,
when Muslims share what they know, especially
women, this will go back to benefit their children
and society as well. Islam does not support hiding
knowledge, and people are not to keep it secret
(Shaikh, M. n.d).

Islam provides benefits and advantages of
everything that is required for Muslims. There are
benefits to seeking knowledge such as facilitating
communication and bringing about cooperation
among societies. Also, education brings peace
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and stability, and it makes things easier for
understanding communities and nations. Thus,
education is essential and is considered a part of
society’s development (Abuarqub. M, 2009).
However, during the time of the Prophet (PBUH),
there were no schools and universities, but still
women were represented as an essential part of
the society, and worked together with their fathers
and/or husbands for living. Furthermore, women
contributed to society in their own way and ability;
some were teachers in their houses, and others did
other things (Zain, M. 2014). One example would be
the different abilities of Khadija bint Khuwaylid and
Aisha bint Abu Bakr, the two wives of Prophet
Muhammad (PUBH): . Khadija was a wealthy
tradeswoman who was the Prophet’s first wife. She
had experience in trading and exporting goods
and was a very wise woman, and Aisha bint Abu
Bakr was the youngest wife of the Prophet, and
was an example of a leader of knowledge. She has
an incredible memory and narrated more than

two thousand Hadiths. Furthermore, she claimed
that women could be scholars, exerted influence
over men and women, and inspired them with
knowledge and leadership. She was a great example
of promoting education, particularly for women in
Islam. These were examples of the Prophet’s wives
and how they contributed to the development of
society (Onaid, F. n.d).

How Arab culture has negatively affected the role
of women in society and life in general:

An example of the negative image of some Arab
cultures is that they will exercise different forms of
discrimination over women. For example, refusing
education, giving unequal salaries to equal positions,
and providing few opportunities to be developed
and empowered. According to Roded (2008), in
some Gulf countries, “Not all educated women were
encouraged to work. Because those who worked
were employed in the state sectors, their jobs were
not taken seriously. The wages earned by these
professional women were not comparable to the
incomes men made in trade and the private sector”.
This shows that there were differences of treatment
among genders, and women were not provided
with appropriate chances that make them in the
same positions as men (Roded. R, 2008). However,
there are Arab cultures that do really value women
and give them great positions. One of those cultures
that supports women and empowers them through
education and career is the United Arab Emirates, as
we will discuss in the following section.

Empowering women through education

Sheikh Zayed’s role in empowering Emirati
women to be pillars of the UAE’s growth and
development:

There are many great leaders around the world but
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan was different from them. He
was like a father to all Emiratis and a great role model
for many leaders. There is a reason behind anything
great. The UAE is a developed country and it is one
of the most attractive countries around the world;
the reason behind this success is our father, Sheikh
Zayed. He had many achievements for the UAE; he
transformed the UAE from a desert to a modern
state. He improved his country’s economy from an
economy that depended on traditional trades like
fishing and pearl diving to one of modern business.
He always wanted to improve the living conditions of
his own people and he wanted to have a successful
generation who would take care of the UAE after
him. He believed that true investment is in human
capital. Therefore, Sheikh Zayed put education as a
top priority. As the National newspaper reports, the
UAE is raising a new generation of educated Emiratis
who can work hard to serve their country (Sheikh
Zayed'’s vision lives on all around us, 2013. In the
past, as mentioned earlier, the UAE women'’s role in
society was different: their role was raising children
and being only housewives. However, things have
changed in a better way; the UAE’s leadership has
shown that the UAE represents the geniune Muslim
society where women have the same rights as men.
Sheikh Zayed had a big role in equalizing men

and women and putting them on the same level.
According to “Nation- Building” book “the gender
framing of Emirati state would not be complete without
a brief mention of the personality of the president of
the federation and ruler of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Zayed Al
Nahayan” (Carvalho ,V. 2012).

Emirati women have legal status to access education
and they have the ability to have professional jobs
and positions like men. Sheikh Zayed’s strategy was
to have full participation of Emiratis in international
conferences; in his opinion, the participation

of Emiratis, especially Emirati women, in such
conferences is very important for the UAE, and will
signal and prove to other countries that the UAE
has become part of the modern world. As Sheikh
Zayed said: “Women must represent the state in
international women’s conferences to show others
the level of prosperity attained by the state and to
present us and our society in a laudable manner, as
well as our religion, which has given women all their
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rights” In addition, in an August 2008 interview
with the American TV program, 60 Minutes, Sheikh
Mohammed Al Maktoum said that he wanted “the
best health care systems, the best education and

the best life style for his people.” The UAE's focus

on facilitating access to education, especially for
women, has led to considerable improvements

in women'’s access to education and other social
rights (Mhamed Biygautane, 2015). Our religion
and community have given Emirati women the
opportunity and the right to have a high degree

of education and career in all sectors. In addition,
women can work everywhere and they are allowed
to hold different types of positions at various levels
in both the public sector and government. We can
see women in high positions such as ministers,
famous lawyers, engineers and various leadership
positions across the country, and many of them have
become role models for the younger generations.
Most importantly, Sheikh Zayed's strategy has
helped women to play a very large role in the
economies of the Middle East, where they have
been a function of the country’s progress, because
women’s performance is better than men’s in term
of productivity. According to Dr. Muller, “when a
corporation adds more women to its senior leadership,
the company performs better financially than where
there are only men at the top” (2008).

Hassink, mentioned in his “Domains of Influence”
book that the size of women’s participation in the
economy contributes to faster economic growth
and development. A woman’s skills, knowledge and
talents are important to her country, and the role
of Emirati women has expanded with the country’s
development. This is why our government always
tries to search for ways in order to keep Emirati
women improving to high levels. Our past ruler
Sheikh Zayed believed in the role of women in
society; therefore, he provided all Emirati women
with the support to educate them and gave them
rights and empowerment. He said that nothing
should hinder their progress: like men, women
deserve the right to occupy high positions. The UAE
Government did their best in order to empower
women and enhance their skills for economic
growth. According to the Gulf News, the UAE
Government provides Emirati women with all
facilities that one requests to encourage creativity,
initiative and decision making. (UAE Leaders’ Support
Empower Women, 2014). Our government tries to
provide women with things they need in order to
improve themselves positively; they help women to

improve their skills and help them in a way so that
they can start their own businesses. For example,

in Ajman city, the Ajman Charity Organization

aims to help women financially and give them the
opportunity to become self sufficient by teaching
them sewing. In this way the organization gives
women a chance to enhance their skills and
become independent, and it encourages them to
have their own businesses and financial benefits.
Moreover, the Arab International Women's Forum
which is the voice of Arab women, echoes women'’s
success and prospects in the Arab world (Hassink,
J. (n.d). This forum shows that Arab women are

the real engine of change and development. It
holds several conferences that are held in different
regions of the Arab world. For example, the Sharjah
Business Women's Council aims to encourage and
support women to achieve their objectives. Sheikh
Zayed showed other peoples the importance of
women’s empowerment, which lead many other
leaders to follow his strategy and embody his
vision. Woman is a useful and important player of a
successful economy, and with the great, supportive
environment that our Government has created, there
is much that will be accomplished.

The UAE Government made it compulsory for all
Emirati men and women to be educated:

Sheikh Zayed was a leader who always wanted

to benefit his people with all of the resources of

the country. As mentioned earlier, Sheikh Zayed

has put all his efforts to raise new generations of
educated Emiratis who can work hard to serve

their country. Also, he considered education a
priority of progress. UAE leaders want their future
generations to be supportive assets for their country,
educated generations that will bring benefits to the
community and to their families in particular. They
believe an educated community will help in building
the country and the country’s economy as well.

Both genders have equal rights in different fields;
for example, both of them can have opportunities

in the field of education, health, social services and
other work. The UAE leadership has become a major
supporter for Emirati education because youth is the
real wealth of a country. Therefore, our leadership
spends a higher percentage of our gross domestic
product on education.

Our religion and our country provide both genders
the opportunity to study. Therefore we can see that
our Government, as a sign of respect for our culture
and traditional aspects, has implemented separate
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classes for boys and girls, and therefore there will

be no reason for a family to prohibit their daughters
from studying. The UAE Government provides their
young people with free education in public schools,
colleges and universities. They care about the quality
of education and they are looking for ways to make
it easy for Emirati students to earn their degrees.
They provide Emirati students with the latest
international standards that improve students’skills
to deal with new technologies, such as laptops and
iPads. For example, recently Zayed University has
required their students enroled in Academic Bridge
Program classes to use iPads for their studies instead
of laptops in order to increase their self-learning
abilities. We can see that the UAE Government tries
to equip their future leaders and youth with all
necessary tools and the best electronic educational
tools to reach actual development. Education

allows students to be better prepared to hold high
positions in the future and reach higher standard by
enhancing their personal skills professionally.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid’s encouragement
of women by giving them the support to study
either in the country or abroad:

Our President Sheikh Khalifa has a vision that is
inspired by the vision of his role model and father
the late Sheikh Zayed. His vision is to promote the
development of the UAE through higher education.
The Scholarships Office was created in 1999 for
students to travel outside the country and get

their degrees in international universities. The UAE
Government aims is to shape a knowledge-based
economy, so they help Emirati students to continue
their future degree across the country or abroad.
This kind of support has made a person be a better
person and a better leader in the future. Many
Emirati students want to get their higher degree but
they lack enough money; therefore, our Government
aids those students and other students financially.
They give Emirati students an opportunity to get
their degrees while they cover educational fees for
specific universities inside the country or abroad.
According to the National newspaper, students who
study across the UAE or abroad have gained the
needed support through the Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Zayed’s Higher Education grant, because he believes
that youth is the real wealth of the nation.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid bestows upon
his people support and care; he doesn't support
students financially only, but also gives them a moral

support. One day His Highness visited male and
female Emirati students in France and expressed

his pride and happiness to their endeavors. He
showed these Emirati students abroad that they
have his attention, that the UAE leadership cares

for them and follows up their progress with their
education and their living conditions as well.
Sheikh Mohammed’s words always inspire people,
especially people who are eager to learn and achieve
their goals: “You are our ambassadors abroad and
you should be at the level of responsibility bearing
difficulties and challenges in order to achieve your
goals, gain knowledge and science and to go back to
your homeland to translate what you have learnt and
acquired on the ground to serve your country, people
and your community.” (Mohammed meets Emirati
students in France (2013). Students who study away
from their homeland need this kind of support and
encouragement to achieve what they aim for. The
Dubai Ruler’s words showed students that they are
the future of this country and that the country needs
their knowledge. His Highness has established the
Foundation’s Fellowship Programme which aims to
develop talented students across the Arab world by
offering them scholarships to pursue their Master’s
degrees in different types of programmes.

The role of women in building the Emirati society:
Emirati women have also contributed to the success
of the UAE today. Augsburg, Claus & Randeree
(2009) acknowledge that the Emirati states realized
their women needed empowerment, and that
objective has been put in place today. The United
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)
praised the UAE for their never-ending work to
promote social justice. Additionally, the country

has received numerous accolades for continuous
efforts in putting women on the roadway to success
and their full participation in both the economic
and political realms. To date, a number of Emirati
women have achieved success, with many receiving
international awards for their effective contributions
to national affairs. A number of women have made
it and this research paper shall consider the women
who have received awards or have made it in the
UAE leadership. The question below gives examples
of women who have contributed to the success

of the UAE. The women mentioned acquired their
leadership positions since they had extraordinary
abilities, coupled with the education they acquired.
Examples of some women leaders:
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H. H. Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi

Sheikha Lubna is one of the most renowned models
in the UAE, being the country’s first female Minister
of Foreign Trade (appointed in 2008) and former
Minister of Economy and Planning (2004-2008). She
is a member of the royal family of the Emirate of
Sharjah, which she links back to her parents, whom
she claims believed in education. She graduated
from the California State University with a Bachelor’s
in Computer Science and has an Executive MBA
from the American University of Sharjah. She has
worked in various organizations both private

and public beginning with a software company

in Dubai after her graduation. She then moved

to the General Information Authority as a branch
manager before becoming the senior manager

in the Dubai Ports Authority. She received the
Distinguished Government Employee Award in 1999
for her distinguished service to the UAE Government
of the. Being the Minister of Foreign Trade, she sits on

a number of boards in many organizations both locally
and internationally (Augsburg, Claus & Randeree, 2009).

Khulood Ahmed Jawan Al Dhaheri

In the year 2004, the country appointed women

in the judicial system, which included the Judicial
Academy and the Ministry of Justice. In 2008, most of
the women were integrated into the judicial system,
with Khuloud Al Dhaheri being the first woman
judge. She graduated from the college of Sharia

and Law in the year 2000 and worked as a lawyer for
eight years in Abu Dhabi. She is among the several
women in the UAE who have been privileged to
take such an office, especially since the country is

a patriarchal society. Her eight years spent in the
judiciary have come with substantive changes aimed
at reducing impartiality and promoting justice to

all members of the country (Augsburg, Claus &
Randeree, 2009).

Mariam Al Mansuri

Mariam Al Mansuri is the first female fighter pilot in
the UAE, flying the General Dynamics F-16 Fighting
Falcons in 2014. She was one of the first female
students to join the country’s Air Force Academy
back in 2007, when women were allowed to join. She
is one of the pilots who contributed immensely to
the interference opposed to ISIS in Syria on October
9, 2014. She has been branded as a role model to
women in Islamic states due to the extraordinary
step she took in joining the fighter team, especially
as she was an English literature graduate. She has
received one of the best accolades, the Mohammed
Bin Rashid Pride Award, for her commendable job in
the army (The National, 2014).

Model Emirati Women in the Business Industry:
Currently, the adoption of a free market economy,
coupled with women empowerment advocacy in the
UAE has played a role in increasing the contributions
of women entrepreneurs in the country. In the
context of this research paper, entrepreneurs are
regarded as people with the ability to harness
resources and manage businesses in order to
generate income for themselves and the general
society. UAE women have witnessed tremendous
success in the realm of business, which has become
a recognizable factor in the past decade (Handoussa,
2005).

The increase in the number of women in businesses
has led to a rise in the amount of wealth in the
country. Currently, the number of female directors in
banks offering services to women has been on a sharp
rise. Due to the increase in the number of businesses
run by women, there has been a corresponding rise in
business associations and groups that bring women
together. Status of Women (2011) provides a number
of associations such as Abu Dhabi Businesswomen
Group (ADBW). ADBW brings together a combination
of professional, business and academic women under
the cover of National Businesswomen'’s Committee
(NBC). The group cooperates with trading and
educational organizations to educate and train
potential female entrepreneurs and also provides an
opportunity for graduates to gain work experience
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in companies and organizations run by members

of the ADBW. The UAE and the larger Gulf region in
general have a number of women entrepreneurs

who have made it in the business world. The women
are recognized both in the UAE and the larger Gulf
region due to their persistence and passion in doing
business. The two examples mentioned below are
women with distinct financial capabilities and levels
of success. Fatima Al Jaber and Rania Al Bastaki are
two entrepreneurs; in addition, Fatima Al Jaber has
grown to become one of the most powerful women in
the world. They have unique characteristics which can
be emulated by women with social status in the UAE
(Handoussa, 2005).

Fatima Al Jaber

Fatima Al Jaber is a professional engineer with
expertise in international business management.
She graduated with a Bachelor’s in Architectural
Engineering from Al Ain University, UAE. To date, she
has held a number of positions in the government,
both staff and managerial, before reverting back

to managing the organization she inherited from
her father. She is the Chief Operating Officer of Abu
Dhabi’s Al Jaber Group. The Group is one of the
UAE's top companies, with a total of 60,000 staff and
managers. The 40-year-old company has an asset
base of US $ 4.9 billion and various iconic projects
in the country. She has been invited to be a regular
speaker in a number of business conferences, and

in 2009 she became the first woman to be elected
as one of the directors in the Abu Dhabi Chamber
of Commerce. She has been ranked as the Gulf’s
seventh most influential woman and 96th in the
world. Fatima Al Jaber has the characteristics of a
real entrepreneur and with such features she has the
power to influence UAE women. She has amassed
recognition due to her endless efforts in ensuring
that the UAE becomes a better nation in both social
and economic spheres (Metcalfe, 2011).

Rania Al Bastaki

Rania Al Bastaki is a self-made entrepreneur who
discovered her gift at a very tender age. She started
designing her artistic clothing line, ranging from
traditional to western-styles, gaining attraction from
potential clients. The venture was at first resisted by
her parents, but later they discovered its potential
and she was encouraged to set up business in the
sector. She mastered her cost-saving skills in 2001
by setting up shop in India due to inexpensive labor.
The company has grown tremendously and her
works have gained a great reputation in the UAE;
hence, she is currently reaching out to the larger Gulf
region (Status of Women, 2011).

Women Taking Positions in Private and
Government Sectors:

A 2010 study conducted by the World Bank depicted
UAE women as persons who struggle to find jobs
after university. The MENA region is highly affected,
with one out of four women either unemployed or
looking for a job.

The literacy rates among UAE women have risen way
beyond those of their male counterparts. According
to Briegel & Zivkovic (2008), women account for

the highest number of educated persons in the

UAE with a total of 75% female students in higher
education institutions. This does not only take place
in the UAE but in the larger Middle East and North
African Regions (MENA), which have continuously
metamorphosed, with young women attaining
higher education. The fruitful outcome of higher
literacy for the UAE has significantly improved the
job distribution within the private and public sector,
benefiting both genders. Briegel & Zivkovic indicate
that the country currently has more women serving
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in company boardrooms and political positions
than ever before, which has been linked to the need
to educate more women. Additionally, due to the
nature of Islam, most women would prefer working
in feminine office positions such as secretarial or
clerical work or as messengers, which are critical
during poor economic performance. Most women
prefer government jobs since they come with a lot
of benefits such as a lot of free time, job security and
long-term social security coverage after retirement.
The UAE government has been on the forefront

in the entire MENA region for setting the pace for
women’s education and empowerment, being the
nation with the highest number of women in the
higher education institutions (Metcalfe, 2011).

Research Objectives:

Our research focuses on three main questions. First:
How does the Government empower women through
education? We will attempt to answer this question by
examining the strategies that the Government takes in
order to let women be educated and give them equal
rights to men. We will explore the differences between
women in the past and present. Second: What are

the roles of Emirati women in building society, and
how does their role contribute to the success of the
UAE? The answer will be explored by interviewing
successful Emirati women who represent women

who are taking high and leadership positions in both
the government and private sector. Third: What are
the challenges that Emirati women might face in

their educational and career paths? Also, are these
challenges affecting them negatively or making them
stronger? We will answer this question by analyzing
the respondents’ points of view. In the end, we will
search for recommendations and measurements for
having suitable solutions for these challenges.

Research methods:

Our methods for this research paper consisted

of collecting information from both primary and
secondary sources. We used some useful secondary
sources that cover our research questions like
newspapers, journal articles and books. We went

to the Zayed University library to search for books
which are related to our topic, while the newspaper
and journal articles we found online. For the primary
sources, we developed a survey and interview
questions. First, we wrote different questions

that met our research objectives. The survey was
distributed only to Emirati women, and we received
around 100 responses. Finally, we interviewed three
successful UAE women whose stories and tasks
contributed to the success of the society. We took

the most beneficial information that would help the
future women leaders in the UAE.

Analysis and findings:

Some of our survey questions, included in appendix,
are as follows:

Factors that influence an Emirati woman's
education and career:

Rank the following from 1-5 with 1 being the most
influential. Which of the following affects most an
Emirati women’s education and career (note: the
effect could be either positive or negative)?

| 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | Responses
44 19 29 7 4
Family 103
42.72% 18.45% 28.16% 6.80% 3.88%
13 35 17 27 11
Husband 103
12.62% 33.98% 16.50% 26.21% 10.68%
16 17 24 13 33
Children 103
15.53% 16.50% | 23.30% 12.62% 32.04%
5 26 15 33 24
Community 103
4.85% 25.24% 14.56% 32.04% 23.30%
Culture and = 6 18 3 31
traditi 103
raditions | 54570 | 583% | 17.48% | 22.33% | 30.10%

Here we found that family is the most influential factor
in Emirati women's education and career path. Women
in the UAE are mostly affected by their families more
than any other factor, either positively or negatively.
As we are here living in a collective society, basically
the choice of family members on education would be
affected by their families. The second most important
factor that influences a woman’s education is her
husband. Here women are sharing their decisions
with their husbands as well as their families. Also,
Emirati women who seek education and/or work and
are married might see their husbands as a barrier to
their education and career, as they will have more
responsibility added to their education and work
requirements. Children and community were the
third influential factor, as women think that children
and community would not be the barrier to them
that their family and husband are. Furthermore,
women can find ways to take care of their children
while they are busy. Culture and traditions have

the least effect on women'’s education and career.
Responders see that family is the most influential

to their education and career, while culture and
traditions are the least influential. Nowadays, people
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in the UAE are not restricted by their culture and
traditions as they were before. Moreover, UAE culture
and traditions have become more open toward
educational developments and this could be a reason
why responders do not see culture and tradition as an
influential factor.

Most challenges that Emirati women face through
their education and career:

What are the most challenges that Emirati women
face through their education and career?

Around 50% of the respondents shared that getting
married and having children is the biggest challenge
for their education and career path. By getting
married, their responsibility becomes heavier; thus
they see this factor as the most challenging for them.
Also, they have to balance their family, social and work
life. The second challenge was chosen because of
family and cultural issues. Again, an important factor
is family. Many women feel family is an important
priority. Although the Government is supporting
women'’s education and there are many opportunities
for their career path, still family issues can be one

of the barriers and challenges for Emirati women.

The next choices that have similar percentage are

that women cannot find a job because they have

to travel for long distances to other Emirates and
women cannot receive enough child care benefit

or cannot find onsite nurseries. Again, responders

did not choose children as a first ranking issue for
their challenges, but still it is considered one of their
barriers. Childcare issues, nurseries and traveling for
long distances to other Emirates are barriers which are
mostly related to the school and work environment
rather than personal issues. The point we wanted to
make is that schools and jobs can have solutions for
these challenges by offering childcare and nurseries
inside the buildings and providing jobs for females
within their own Emirates.

The lowest ranking challenge was lack of societal
support for women to become leaders in their

fields. Responders did not see the society factor

as a barrier to their education and career path, as
recently UAE society is more supportive of and
encouraging to Emirati women and/or there are
more important challenges than this factor. However,
some respondents added that there are other
challenges such as women cannot work for long
hours and should be reduced to fewer working hours
to balance their personal and career lives. Another
challenge is that most job fields prefer men over
women because men can handle a heavier workload
compared to women.

Statistics about the education of women and men in
the UAE since 1970. In the history of the UAE there
were few schools, numbering barely 20 schools.
Most of the students were men because the UAE's
culture and traditions were different than today.

As mentioned at the beginning of our research,
women'’s roles in the society were raising children
and being housewives. In 1956 the first school was
established for girls, but the number of students was
very low because many parents preferred to prepare
their daughters to be wives and good mothers
instead of sending them to school. Indeed, things
became different with development. There were
literacy classes for women who couldn’t go to school.
However, after several years in late 1960’s and 1970s,
there was a change in women’s position in society,
and girls’ school programs were expanded. The
table below represents the percentage of males and
females attending schools from 1975 to 2005.

Table:

Indicator Name

‘ 1975 ‘ 1985 ‘ 2005

Literacy rate, youth total 63.04761

(% of people ages 15-24)

82.47264|95.00645

Literacy rate, youth male

(% of males ages 15-24) 65.51174

81.01383 | 93.62515

Literacy rate, youth female
(% of females ages 15-24)

56.27697 | 84.51429| 97.00174

Literacy rate, adult total

(% of people ages 15 and above) |53.51488 | 71.2353

90.03385

Literacy rate, adult male 58.38611

(% of males ages 15 and above)

72.27428 | 89.4821

Literacy rate, adult female
(% of females ages 15 and above)

38.12487 | 68.66128 | 91.47475

Source: World Bank (2013)

At the beginning of 1970 there were fewer students
in the country and most of the students were men.
As we can see from this chart, literacy among of male
students was higher than among female students,
especially adults. Young male students were at
around 65% while young female students were at
56%. There wasn't huge different in percentage
between them, but if we look at adult students’
literacy rates we can find a difference. The male

adult percentage was around 58% while female
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adult students were only at 38%, which is very
small proportion compared to the male percentage
and young females. The reason behind that is that
parents and the family in the past were preparing
their daughters only for marriage. But after the
development and Sheikh Zayed’s strategy and his
believing in women, things changed. Let’s compare
what happened to the proportional literacy rates
between 1985 and 2005:

Table:
Indicator Name 1985 2005
Literacy rate, youth total 82.47264 | 95.00645
(% of people ages 15-24)
Literacy rate, youth male 81.01383 | 93.62515
(% of males ages 15-24)
Literacy rate, youth female 84.51429 | 97.00174
(% of females ages 15-24)
Literacy rate, adult total 71.2353 | 90.03385
(% of people ages 15 and above)
Literacy rate, adult male 72.27428 | 89.4821
(% of males ages 15 and above)
Literacy rate, adult female 68.66128 | 91.47475
(% of females ages 15 and above)

Source: World Bank (2013)

In this table we can see that female students' literacy
rates increased more than male students’ In 1985
female youth percentage was 84% and female adult
was 68%, which is rapid growth compared with the
previous chart. During 1985 to 2005 things changed
positively for women. The Government stated the
women’s rights were the same as men’s, and their
aim was to establish a national educational system.
As we can see from these two charts, the literacy
rate of female students became higher than men’s.
The adult female rate increased from 68% to 91%
while youth female increased from 84% to 97%. This
shows how the Government’s strategy on educating
women and giving them their rights has been
achieved through UAE development. According

to Dr. Muller (2008), “Arab countries have shown

the fastest improvement in female education of any
religion. Women's literacy rate expanded’ \WWomen
play a double role in society: as housewives, they
are the primary educators of children and create
positive values in the upcoming generations; as
citizens, they continue their educations and take

high positions in the workforce, which make them
important members of their community. Women
make up 65% of university graduates in the UAE and
are considered an educated pool of talent to meet
growth targets of the UAE economy (Empowering
women through the Federal National Council.(n.d)).
Education and knowledge are the keys to empower
and support women and the country as well.
Education in the UAE has reached a point where they
can compete with other Arab countries, especially

if we compare educated Emirati women to those in
other Gulf countries. As is shown in UN statistics, in
2012 the UAE ranked second in the Gulf in terms of
women'’s education which reached around 91%.

Figure:

Source: UN Statistics Division 2012

The investment of the UAE in education:

The UAE leadership has invested in its people and
improves their living condition by giving them the
opportunity to have free education. As it shows in the
chart below, starting in 1975 UAE nationals were given
the opportunity to have free education, therefore we
can see from this chart that school enrollment since
1975 has steadily increased. UAE school enrollment is
doing the same or better compared to other developed
countries. Since 1991 we can see that UAE school
enrollment is doing much better that developed
counties and OECD countries. Our leadership achieved
their goal and strategy; as a result, the UAE has well-
educated and satisfied people.

Figure:

Figure:

Source: world bank (2013)
Our father Sheikh Zayed encouraged gender
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equality in the UAE and showed the benefit of
having an educated generation. He used all the
country’s resources in order to provide the perfect
educational environment to improve students’

skills and knowledge. Our Government gives all
kinds of support to their students. For example,

free education is provided for each different level
from school to universities and colleges and they
give students national and international scholarship
opportunities. According to the chart below, around
23% of the money the Government spent was on
education, which shows that education is a top
priority for the UAE Government.

Figure: Public spending on education in the UAE

Source: The World Bank’s Data Bank (2013)

Types of educational support received by
Government

The majority of respondents got free government
education. Also, 25 out of 100 got a scholarship

for education and21 of them had a sponsorship to
develop Emirati women businesses or projects. Some
of them mentioned that our Government’s support
doesn't stop with education. There are training
programs, a chance for a cross-cultural experience,

a chance to volunteer in a conference or other
activities; they also mentioned that our Government
gives women the chance to attend conferences
abroad. There are many women who are successful in
their careers and who have higher degrees because
of the UAE leadership’s kindness and support.

The main source of support for Emirati women:

51% of respondents chose that the main source

that helps Emirati women to become leaders is their
success in the educational path and self-confidence.
We also realized from our research that most women
completed their studies and this shows that Emirati
women are successful and believing in themselves.

The increased rate of Emirati women in
Government and private sectors in the last five
years:

Most of them agreed that there are lots of Emirati
women leaders in the last five years. From our
research we showed that the country has seen an
increase in female leaders. In the last few years, the
number of Emirati women leaders has increased, and
most of them have become leaders in government
sectors, which indicates that the UAE accepts and
encourages women to take leadership roles much
the same as men.

Preference of leaders:

All of us agreed that both genders can be good
leaders because this depends on their skills and ability
to handle this responsibility. There are different points
of view about what one should do to be a successful
leader. Based on our survey, we found that most
women like to have a male leader rather than a female
leader. In addition, we realized that women prefer
male leaders because they are more cooperative.
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76% of respondents prefer to be led by men. The
reason behind that is women'’s personality is more
emotional than men’s. On the other hand, men are
not emotional and they can think and problem-solve
based on reality. Successful leadership depends on
how the leader can influence followers; it depends on
a leader’s personality, not on gender. In our opinion,
we believe that women can make a great difference if
the have the opportunity and encouragement.

Preference of working in government or private
sector:

This chart showed that 90% of women preferred to
work in government sectors, while the remaining
preferred to work in private sectors. They gave a
number of reasons why they chose government
over private; they have lots of holidays and long
weekends, job security, flexible working hours,
and jobs that are much easier to handle and that
come with good salaries. However, the few who
preferred working in the private sectors claimed
that it gives them better career experience than
government sector does. The respondents added
that government sector hase flexible timing hours
that are suitable for women. Also, they mentioned
that the private sector usually hires Emiratis only
to raise the required percentage of the nationals in
their companies, and that they do not take Emirati
employees seriously.

Interviews analysis:

Success Stories of Influential Women

This section will include an interview of two
influential women in the UAE who have grown to
prominence in the entire Gulf region.

Interview with Moza Al Sbobsi

In an interview with Moza Al Sbobsi, | sought to
understand a number of factors about her life. These
days, Ms Al Sbobsi is a judge in the Al Ain courts. She
is also the mother of one boy and one girl. She admits
that her father contributed a lot towards her university
education. When she first took her position as a judge,
people thought that women were more emotional
and she couldn’t make decisions on a case, but she
said that each woman has a different personality, but
when they face something, they can handle it better
than men. Her position as a judge has, however, not
affected her social life since she gets time to meet with
friends and her immediate family members. Judge

Al Sbobsi admits that the UAE's female leadership

still has a problem since most of the women are still
entangled in their cultural values. She believes that
women need to rise up and be go-getters; hence, they
need to change their attitude towards responsibility
and believe in themselves to achieve their mission

and objectives.

Interview with Dr. Houriya Kazim:

Dr. Houriya Kazim is a medical director and a
specialist breast surgeon in a private sector practice.
She has really changed the medical landscape in the
UAE and she is yearning to do it more, especially for
the UAE women who need someone to take care of
their health. Dr. Kazim attributes her success to her
father, who encouraged her to make the medical
career and fully supported her entire studies. She
went the prestigious Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland, where she obtained her fellowship in general
surgery, then specialized in surgical oncology. Her
return to the UAE in 2006 led to the establishment
of the Well Woman Clinic, which specializes in breast
surgery and reconstruction. Dr. Kazim loves her work,
but this does not prevent her from taking care of her
family. She creates time out of her busy schedule on
a weekly basis to ensure that she has a full day with
them. She believes that it is difficult for an Emirati
woman to become a leader, since the society is fully
patriarchal. Friendly legislations should be putin
place to ensure women’s abilities are nurtured so
they can become effective leaders in the society.
Additionally, a challenge facing Emirati women is
the value of male leadership over female leadership.
UAE culture needs to overcome this by encouraging
Emirati women leaders and supporting them in
order to enjoy empowerment in the UAE.

From to these two interviews we found that their
fathers were the main support for these women'’s
education and careers. This shows that men in the
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Empowering women

past believed in women and they supported them
as they do today. Both Moza and Houriya had a great
educational and career experience and good vision.
In addition, they believe that women are facing the
challenge that male leadership is valued higher

than female leadership. However, the value of male
leadership is the same as female. Women should
believe in themselves and try as hard as they can to
achieve their goals and become as strong as men.

Interview with Ms. Khawla Al Mualla:

Khawla AlMualla is Assistant Undersecretary for
Educational Policy. She told us that her mother was
her role model and the reason for her success. In fact,
her mother taught her and her sisters to become
independent individuals who are responsible for
themselves, and her mother was the one who
encouraged her love of learning and working. She
has a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics and she

has a Master of Education degree in mathematics

as well. At the beginning of her career she was a
mathematics teacher and she taught science as well.
She believed that the educational sector is a national
duty because as a teacher she could help to improve
the next generation’s knowledge and skill. Recently,
her role is developing curricula that help to improve
the minds of the future generation. Ms Al Mualla
believes that our father Sheikh Zayed encouraged
his people and gave them the opportunity to

study inside the country or abroad. She said that

is it difficult to balance her social life and career,

and she explained that sometimes her job requires
overtime, which affects her social life. However, she
believes in the success of women and she told us
that Emirati women can become successful leaders
if they have knowledge and ambition. She added
that our Government provides UAE women with all
kinds of support that leads to the success of women.
In her opinion, most Emirati women get the support
from their family and government; therefore, there
is no reason for Emirati women to be prevented
from becoming leaders. She added that the more
difficulties and barriers that are facing her, the more
challenging it is for her. Women have to overcome
these challenges and take it as a positive point and
continue what they have started.

Limitations:

The main problem we faced in our research was
library book sources. For instance, when we went to
the ZU library, we found that many interesting books
were not available at that time or were available
only on the Abu Dhabi campus. Because we had
only limited time we could not wait to get these
resources. For future research, we recommend that

we search for sources earlier, so we have time to go
for another library if it is helpful.

Another problem was that we had limited time and
so we could not do enough interviews. Although
we did three great interviews, they were lacking

in some part. If we had had time, we wanted to
have interviews with a specific category of Emirati
women such as women who had difficulties in their
educational and career paths. In this way we could
have gotten deeper knowledge about our problem
statement, which focuses on Emirati women's
challenges. Some changes were made while we were
writing the research. For example, first we decided
that one of us would be responsible for gathering all
the survey results and analyzing them. But later on
we found that this approach was not suitable, so we
had to change it. We divided the survey questions
among us, and each one of us had to analyze and
explain the data that were related to her part.

Conclusion:

In the past, women’s roles in the UAE were limited

to raising children, but nowadays women’s roles
have expanded and Emirati females have become an
effective resource for UAE development. We found in
our research that our Government has been the main
supportive force behind Emirati women and that
they are the reason of women'’s success today. The
UAE leadership has given Emirati women the chance
and the right to become part of the UAE's success by
providing them with free education and scholarship.
However, we found a percentage of Emirati women
who could not finish their higher education and
who don’t have a career, and so we wanted to

know what the reasons are. The majority of the
survey responders said that they couldn’t finish

their educations because they got married and had
children. Women should face any challenges during
their lives in order to achieve their goals, especially
if they have the necessary support. Based on our
finding and analysis and based on recourses we
have seen, we found that our religion, government
and almost all families are the main reason behind
women'’s central position in society today. Emirati
women have the opportunity to show other Arab
countries that any woman who has the knowledge
and ambition can achieve the goal she wishes and
becomes an important member of society.

Recommendations:

The responders’ answers showed that Emirati women
need some changes regarding the education and
career fields in the UAE. Men should understand that
allowing women to be part of the workforce also

Emirates Flashes |issuel | March 2016 eo—



adlgog Laia oo duigusilill jsbiaoll LAyl cduasddl
lixodcl lss . 2olall palaill cilayaol dni oy
lg=o Jolaill (lglao culilyiumdll a Laglgisill cilgs]
auilii ljsbiao Cuilsg il Jalaill Gl 4 duigos
ilogleoll jagi Crway dujulailly dujell dslll
ro.Llsu.“ asl . cdujudailll Ginll délua lisalclg

a2 lmliolei Lill dball ciljlgall jlul Sl Loy lyewg

oo sailoglen a ducgi daLal Joay cin Il Juagl
JLuislg Liias Load ool aujgi e Blaidl Juis

el ot dlgs ol Jhalll o a1 Ul calholl dylgi a9
caiai slpoll plol Jasllg plell Cilgil aia 6 padi
lgosisi o L losa Luaai ol Jal yo (gainall
danbuoll lgseli il dgslall jlgsdll Jus oo plgaudllg
il gasaiall cusgll Gua lgl hagll ded) o

o dijlae iny Tydiue plilly is lislainl lim (og
Jaall o dupell Joall o slpallg culjlodll o 8lpall
Joell

daols ,a eleill calnl Gubai caayll U3 oo Lilgls Los

8lyall (Sl

m— 2016 ujlo | 1 sxell | dpil)lol calelial

Qidg b Joell pyadi Jal o cilelaiall pgdaiil llsal
il ya07 53l Lageall Lisll o Cilspaiuis (guisiall
Judiuall Sa dplall lil)lgo Jaun Jal o Caadl Jala

el ll JU3 o ciloglaoll clayiul G lgonly (]
oud Cilogles allaiul Casgs degiio jsbas e
cillilaallg cililusaw IS jsbasll ggii lisaicl Jeallig

rdgjulailg auyell uislll 6s0ieell galpell
Abdul Ghaffar, S. (n.d.). The Rights and Duties of Women in Islam. Retrieved from http://www.islamicfinder.org/
articles/article.php?id=411

Albuti, M. (2003). Women between the Tyranny of the western system and the mercy of the Islamic law. Beirut —
Lebanon.

Abuarqub, M. (February 2009). Islamic Perspectives on Education. Published by Islamic Relief Worldwide: United
Kingdom.

Augsburg, K., Claus, |. & Randeree, K. (2009). Leadership and the Emirati woman : breaking the glass ceiling in the
Arabian Gulf. Minster London: Lit Global distributor.

Bitar, Z. (Aug 23, 2010). Empowering women in UAE. retrieved from http://gulfnews.com/business/sectors/features/
empowering-women-in-uae-1.671729

Briegel, T., & Zivkovic, J. (2008). Financial empowerment of women in the United ArabEmirates. Journal of Middle East
Women'’s Studies, 4(2), 87-99.

Cabinet commends Sheikha Fatima’s launch of Strategy for Empowerment of Emirati Women in the UAE. (March 13,
2015). Retrieved from http://www.uaeinteract.com/korean/news/default.asp?1D=34

Carvalho ,V (2012). Nation- Building, state and the gender-framing of Women’s Rights in the united Arab Emirates.
Retrieved on May 9, 2015

Christabell, P. (2009). Women empowerment through capacity building : the role of microfinance. New Delhi: Concept
Pub. Co.

Darraj, S. & Puller, M. (2009). United Arab Emirates. New York: Chelsea House.

Dr. Muller, V. (2008). Emirati Women in Dubai. Retrieved on May 9, 2015

Education in the UAE.(n.d). retrieved from https://www.moe.gov.ae/English/Pages/UAE/UaeEdu.aspx
Education. (n.d). Retrieved from http://www.uaecd.org/k-12-education

Education. (n.d). Retrieved from http://www.sheikhmohammed.co.ae/vgn-ext-templating/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=1e8c4
¢8631cb4110VgnVCM100000b0140a0aRCRD

Empowering women through the Federal National Council.(n.d). retrieved from http://www.alshindagah.com/
shindagah75/empowring_women_through_the_FNC.htm

Engineer, A. (2004). The rights of women in Islam. New Dawn Press Group.
Hassink, J. (n.d). Domains of influence. Retrieved on May 9. 2015

Handoussa, H. (2005). Arab women and economic development : papers presented at a seminar held in Kuwait, 20-21
October, 2003. Place of publication not identified: Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development.

Hutchings, K. & Michailova, S. (2014). Research handbook on women in international management. Cheltenham:
Edward Elgar.

Kelly, S. & Breslin, J. (2010). Women'’s rights in the Middle East and North Africa progress amid resistance. New York
Lanham Md: Freedom House Rowman & LittlefieldPublishers.

Metcalfe, B. D. (2011). Women, empowerment and development in Arab Gulf States: a critical appraisal of
governance, culture and national human resource development (HRD) frameworks. Human Resource Development
International,14(2), 131-148.

Mohammed meets Emirati students in France.( June 12, 2013). Retrieved from http://www.sheikhmohammed.co.ae/
vgn-ext-templating/v/index.

72 e



e /3

Empowering women

means understanding their position, valueing their
tasks, and excusing them from any conditions out of
her control. Although men might allow their wives
and sisters to work, they still admonish them if they
are late or busy because of their work duties. In fact,
women do not need permission to work, they need
encouragement and the support of their families,
especially those women who are married. However,
the issue is not only with men. According to the survey
many women chose a male leader over women.
Emirati women should be supportive of themselves
and supportive of their female leaders. In this context,
women should support the UAE female leaders by
entrusting them with leadership and shutting out the
negative thoughts of the society. Additionally, women
have to believe in their power and roles; they need to
be positive and to take these challenges as incentive
to continue seeking knowledge and embrace having
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1. Henna Profile
DECORATION, SPECIAL OCCASIONS, MUSLIM
MEN, HOT CLIMATES, DRY SOIL

1.1 The purpose of Henna

Henna is traditionally used to decorate female hands
and feet on special occasions such as holidays,
birthdays, and weddings in Africa, Pakistan, India, and
the Middle East. Also, it is used as a hair dye for women
and for Muslim men’s hair and beards.

Fig 01. Henna Today

1.2 Henna origin and its meaning

Henna refers to the reddish-brown dye prepared from
the powdered henna plant. The henna plant is found in
countries with hot climates, such as Pakistan and India.
The henna tree grows best in 120°F. It produces more
dye at such temperatures and it grows better in dry
soil than in moist soil. It wilts in temperatures below
50°F. The earliest civilizations that used henna include
the Babylonians, Assyrians, Sumerians, Semites, and
Canaanites. Henna has been practiced for over 5000
years in Pakistan, India, Africa and the Middle East.
There are some studies that have been made that
claim that it is over 9000 years old. v -

Fig 02. Henna Plant

2. Henna History
ANCIENT EGYPT, INDIA,
LOW SOCIAL CLASSES, MEDICINE

Fig 03. Henna Origins
(Africa - Middle East - India)

Fig 04. Henna in
Ancient Egypt (1574 BCE)
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Henna

Historically, henna was used in a wide variety of
different ways. Historical evidence suggests that
Neolithic people made and used henna on their
hands to connect with their fertility goddess in the
seventh millennium BC. Henna was also made for
cosmetic purposes in ancient Egypt as well as in
other parts of North Africa, the Horn of Africa, the
Arabian Peninsula, the Near East and South Asia.
People back then would use the henna plant to dye
their grey hair. Henna was also used to dye corpses’
hair to prepare them for the afterlife. It is known that
Cleopatra herself used henna cosmetically.

Henna was not only a popular embellishment for the
high social classes, but also was used by the lower
classes to decorate their bodies, as they could not
afford jewelry. In addition, evidence indicates that
henna was used in the 4th-5th centuries in cave
paintings in Sri Lanka and India. Henna also has
natural cooling properties, and people in the desert
used to apply henna on different body parts to cool
themselves down. Additionally, henna was used for
medical purposes. It was used on the skin’s surface
to cure headaches, stomach pains, burns and open
wounds, and to reduce fever and prevent hair loss.

3. Henna’s current use
TEMPORARY TATTOO, LONGER PERIOD,
WOMEN, WESTERN WORLD

Fig 05. Henna Tattoo Fig 06. Henna Paste in Saloons
Henna is being used all around the world today,
including the western part of the world; however, it

is still used in excessive amounts in India, Africa and
the Middle East. Today it is mainly used for decorating
female hands and legs, for dying the hair and beard,
and as a substitute for the permanent tattoos used

in the western world; however, it is rarely used for
medical purposes today. With the wide availability of
the ingredients (henna powder is sold almost in all
groceries), henna can be prepared anywhere (houses,
salons, etc.), at any time (not just in specific seasons),
and the paste can be stored for longer periods of time
with the availability of refrigerators. Female workers in
salons and a few elderly women in houses nowadays
make the henna paste.

4, Henna details

4.1 A PROFILE OF HENNA

Today, henna paste that is used to create designs and
patterns on different body parts is packed in a plastic
cone. This cone has a very small opening at the
bottom through which the henna is squeezed when
drawing the designs on the skin.

Fig 07.
14 cm height cone

Fig 08.
Front Elevation

Fig 09.
Side Elevation

4.2 CONTAINER SPECIFIC DETAILS

Henna that is used for dying purposes can be
stored in an airtight container in the refrigerator for
couple of days preferably no longer than 48 hours.
Container size depends on hair length.

Fig 10.
Airtight Container

Fig 11. Fig 12. Container for
T4cmx 1lcmx 11cm  medium/short hair

4.3 HENNA PASTE TOOLS & INGREDIENTS

1) The grinding tool that was used to crush the henna
leaves in the past consists of two parts: the bowl,
which is called Al Menhaz, and the stick, Al Rashad.

Fig 13.
Grinding Tool

Fig 14.
Henna Plant

Fig 15. Fig 16.
Powdered Henna Dried Lemon

5. Henna variations
PAST, OLD DESIGNS, GULF, OTHER COUNTRIES
1) Designs in the UAE and the Gulf region consisted
of very simple geometric shapes, and henna was
used to cover the finger tips for medical purposes.
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Henna

Fig 17. AlGhasa Fig 18. Al Teela  Fig 19. Bytan Fig 20. Al Merfa

Common designs included Al Ghasa, Al Teela, Bytan
and Al Merfa. The main ingredients of the henna
paste were Henna powder, water and lemon.

2) Indian designs are busy designs, occupying most
of the hand and leg areas to compensate for the
use of jewelry. Essential oils are added to the Indian
henna paste.

Fig 21. Indian Designs  Fig 22. Sudanese Designs

3) Sudanese designs are known for their boldness
and their black color that almost looks like a tattoo. It
is the Mahlabiyeh oil that gives the Sudanese henna
its dark black color.

6. Henna Contemporary

Adaptations

TODAY, WHITE HENNA, ADAPTATIONS,
STENCILS, FAKE HENNA

Henna today can be of various brown shades due to
the chemical ingredients used, such as petrol. In fact,
henna today no longer comes in orange shades only,
but it can be seen in white as well.

Fig 23. White Henna Fig 24. Henna Adaptations

Henna designs have also developed a lot nowadays
by adapting from the old henna designs (Fig 24).

Fig 25/26. Temporary Henna Tattoos

With the availability of stencils and fake henna
tattoos today, the art of henna has become limitless
in terms of designs and patterns. The designs made
with stencils look neater and more accurate on the
hands compared to those made with the freehand
technique, which was the only option in the past.

7. An Expert Craftsman
TRADITIONS, DAILY ROUTINES, MEDICINE, b

COOLING PROPERTIES, FEMININITY \—
Sheikha bin Falah is an Emarati housewifein .
her seventies who has six chldren, twenty—ope' :
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. She"
still holds on to the old traditions and believes that a
person with no past or history has no future. One of
the old traditions that she still holds on to is making
her own henna paste, which she learned from her
mother and aunts when she was a child.

Fig 27. Sheikha bin Falah’s Henna Paste

She says: “Henna was a part of our daily routine

in the past. Without it we struggled, as it served

a couple of purposes and was not just used for
cosmetic purposes. Headaches, burns and tooth gum
problems were all cured by this magical plant. We
also used it as a cooling element for our bodies in the
summer. It was very helpful, since we did not have
any air conditioning, which you kids take for granted
today. Moreover, my father was always happy to see
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Henna

henna on my hands, as he believed that it added to a
girl’s femininity.”

Sheikha bin Falah, April 21,2015

8. Henna Memories
GRANDMOTHER, CHILDHOOD, MOTHER,
ENGAGEMENT, GENERATIONS

Fig 28. Me and my grandmother’s hand

My grandmother relates henna to her childhood
memories, as her father had always told her that a
girl's hands should always be covered with henna.
Thus, my grandmother keeps reminding me and my
cousins about the benefits of henna and that it is
what makes a girl stand out.

“A girl’s hand without henna in the past was like her
being without make up today. ”

Sheika bin Falah, April 21,2015

Fig 29. My Mother’s Henna On Her Engagement

My mother relates henna to her engagement, as
henna was applied very heavily on her legs and
hands specifically on that day. She said that she had
never had a complicated henna design on her hands
or feet except on that day, and the reason she did it
then was that my father loved henna a lot.

“Every anniversary celebration, | apply the same
henna design that was applied on my engagement

day to remind myself of that amazing day when |
accepted your father as my beloved husband”

Nadia Moh'd, April 22, 2015

9. Original Craftsmanship
GRINDING, BOILING, SIFTING , MIXING HENNA

Fig 30. Dried
Hennna Leaves

Fig 31.
Boiling Lemon

Fig 32.
Sifting Water

hiy 38 hidiggiteded trasd fieatéxima leaves manually
using the traditional tools “Al Rashad” and “Al
Menhaz’, transforming the dried leaves into1cup
of henna powder. (Fig 30)

2) She boiled 4 dried lemons in water for 10 - 15
minutes until the juice was extracted and the
water was turned into brown color. (Fig 31)

3) She removed the dried lemons from the boiled
water and then sifted the water, pouring
approximately1cup of it into the mixing bowl. (Fig 32)

4) She sifted the the previously grinded henna and
added it to the brown water in the bowl. (Fig 33)

5) She mixed all ingredients together using her
hand until they were thickened (tooth paste
consistency). (Fig 34)

PATTERNS, OVERNIGHT, HENNA APPLIANCE,
COLOR

Fig 35. Traditional Pattern Fig 36. Overnight
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Henna

Fig 37. Henna Appliance Fig 38. End Result

6) She created three vertical lines on the henna
paste mixture and added extra water into the
lines for it to soak in. This is the traditional
method that has been used for a long period of
time in the henna making process. (Fig. 35)

7) She covered the henna paste with a plate and
allowed it to rest overnight to produce a henna
paste of a richer color and quality.

(Fig. 36)

8) She applied the henna using her own hands the
next day. (Fig. 37)

9) The end result was ari

ch reddish-orange henna color. (Fig. 38)

10. Reproduction of the

craftsmanship
BOILING, GRINDING, SIFTING , MIXING HENNA

Fig 39. Dried Lemon Fig 40. Electronic Grinder

11. Bibliography

Bukhash, A. (2005).The History Gate (2005). Kalid 26-27

Fig 41. Sifting Water ~ Fig 42. Sifting Powder Fig 43. Spoon Mixing

1) Iboiled the dried lemon in hot water. (Fig. 39)

2) I ground the dried henna leaves in the electronic
grinder instead of grinding it manually to save
time, unlike my grandmother who grinds with
the traditional tool, which is a longer process.
(Fig. 40)

3) I sifted the boiled lemon water into the mixing
bowl. (Fig. 41)

4) | sifted the henna powder and added it to the
lemon water in the mixing bowl. (Fig. 42)

5) I mixed all the ingredients together using a
spoon to avoid staining my hands, unlike my
grandmother who used her hands to sense the
texture of the paste. (Fig. 43)

PATTERN, RESTING, COLOR

- p -

N

Fig 44. Traditional Fig 45. Resting

Pattern ~

6) The paste was watery, so | added more henna
powder and formed the traditional pattern (3 vertical
lines) on top of the paste using a knife. (Fig. 44)

7) | then covered the bowl with nylon.to res:c it fora
couple of hours. (Fig. 45) Q

8) The end result was a pale orange henna color
and not a reddish-orange henna, which may have
been due to the fact that | did not wait for the
paste to rest overnight.

-Fig 46. End Result

Differences Between Mehndi and Henna. (n.d.). Retrieved May 15, 2015 08:15:30 pm from http:/www.
differencebetween.net/language/words-language/differences-between- mehndi-and-henna/

Henna. Sudan and Noorth African Fashion. (2013, April 12). Retrieved May 3, 2015 from
http://samiagamie.hubpages.com/hub/Henna-the-middle-east-and-north-Africa-tradition

History of Henna. (n.d.). Retrieved April 28, 2015 from http://hennaartconnection.com/history-of-henna

Lawsonia inermis, henna plant. (n.d.). Retrieved May 20, 2015 10:06:15 pm from http://piclib.nhm.ac.uk/results.

asp?image=009773

Origin of Henna. (n.d.). Retrieved April 28, 2015 from http://silknstone.com/About-Henna.html
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1. Abstract:

The emergence of a cultural district on Saadiyat Island
in Abu Dhabi is an example of a project that has never
been seen before in the UAE and rarely done around
the world. As part of its 2030 plan, Abu Dhabi wishes
to diversify its economy and encourage tourism,

and one way to do that is through building global
museums in the city with the ability to attract tourists.
The cultural district will include branches of the Louvre
and the Guggenheim, a maritime museum, the Zayed
National Museum, and a performance art centre. By
transforming the island into a cultural district, the local
population will get the chance to visit international
museums for the first time in the UAE, and the city will
be able to reinforce its cosmopolitan identity.

But many are skeptical regarding these projects,
criticizing the government’s choice of paying foreign
museums such as the Louvre and the Guggenheim
to open these cultural heritage franchises in the UAE
instead of building their own.

This research paper will introduce the debates

about the cultural projects on Saadiyat, focusing

on the Louvre and the Guggenheim museums, to
understand why they have emerged and whether
they are relevant. In order to do that, | will introduce
the concepts of buying culture and the branding of
museums. The research will argue that the UAE is
adapting a western model and indigenizing it rather
than importing one blindly. Then, | will explain why the
UAE is emphasizing museums and why the emergence
of a global museum culture in the UAE is important

for its local population and the global image of the
country. Finally, I will focus on the Emirati population
and their opinion regarding these museums. Using
survey results and interviews, | will record their
reactions towards the museum projects.

2. Literature Review:

The ever-changing role and function of the museum
has been a topic of debate among museum experts
and social scientists who have continually discussed
the development of museums from their beginnings
to the state that they are in today. In order to

explore the literature written on the development

of museums, this review will be divided thematically
into three sections: one on the reasons behind the rise
and function of museums, another on the universal
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museum, and finally on the capitalist museum.
Looking at these themes, the Saadiyat cultural
district projects can be explored further.

2.1 On the Development and Role of Museums:
According to Henning (2005), museums were first
developed in the Enlightenment period to house
the cabinets of curiosities’ collections and items
brought from colonial lands. In the 16th century
and onwards, museums developed further to house
royal collections and were opened to the public.
Prosler (1996) states that museums also developed
in response to nationalism as they became symbols
of their states and identity. This trend could also

be seen in the UAE, where the first museums were
developed simultaneously with the development of
the nation and national identity.

Furthermore, the function of museums has evolved
over time. According to Dierking and Falk (2000),
museums have become a place for education and
enjoyment, provided that the individuals visiting
have prior knowledge and interest in the subject of
the museum. In addition, Dicks (2003) discusses why
museums are developing fast in the postmodern
world, suggesting that culture is put on display for
many reasons, such as preservation and nostalgia.
This “culture on display” trend is currently being
witnessed in the UAE with the emergence of national
museums and numerous heritage-related festivals
throughout the year.

2.2 On the Universal Museum:

The UAE is not only witnessing the rise of a national
museum but universal ones too. The rise and
presence of the universal, encyclopedic, or global
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museums has been a topic of debate among social
scientists and museum experts. In his books and
articles, Cuno (2004, 2011, 2014) supports the

idea of a cosmopolitan and universal museum

that knows no boundaries. Cuno believes that a
universal museum could exist anywhere in the
world since culture has no political boundaries and
encyclopedic museums allow visitors to see a rich
diversity of objects anywhere. In addition, cultures
have not existed in vacuums nor are they pure,

but are continuously involved with one another,
which is something the encyclopedic museum,

as he believes, tries to display. Cuno adds “the
encyclopedic museum is precisely not an instrument
of the state but is instead an argument against an
essentialized, state-driven cultural identity in favor
of a cosmopolitan one, one that acknowledges

and demonstrates the truth of culture” (2011: 3).
Encyclopedic museums translate the differences
between cultures rather than separate them. All this
leads to Cuno’s final belief that since the question of
who owns antiquity is difficult to answer, museums
have the right to keep ancient art because it presents
a collective legacy of human kind. The UAE has
embraced the concept of a universal or global
museum; this is symbolized by the introduction

of two universal museums, the Louvre and the
Guggenheim, with collections spanning different
regions. Similar to Cuno’s beliefs on the universal
museum, these museums are planned to connect
regions across the world and start a dialogue; they
narrate the story of mankind through galleries that
are designed for this particular purpose.

Other thinkers and writers have disagreed with such
views of the universal museum. Take the example

of Foucault (Lord, 2006), who refers to museums as
heterotopias because they contain a series of objects,
statues, and paintings from different locations. These
artworks are all rearranged, juxtaposed, labeled, and
made to fit the museum context with the purpose of
telling a story from the perspective of the museum
owners. He views them as places that express
imperialism and where colonial countries can exercise
their power. Moreover, German sociologist Theodore
Adorno (1967) describes museums as containing
“objects to which the observer no longer has a vital
relationship and which are in the process of dying”.
Finally, O’'Neal (2004) believes that universal museums

promote a false, conflict-free history between regions
and must be open about returning objects to their
original locations.

2.3 On the Capitalist Museum:

The idea of a capitalist museum was made popular
by Krauss (1990) who, in her essay The Cultural Logic
of the Late Capitalist Museum, discusses how the
free market spirit of the 1980s influenced museums
as they became similar to corporate entities which
influenced the art market as a whole. This shift in
the identity of museums to a more corporate nature
was a topic discussed further by social scientists
and museum experts as opinions diverged. Fitchett
(1977) in his essay has also raised similar questions
to Krauss and concluded that the current consumer
market has inevitably affected museums. This shift
in museums, as Fitchett believes, is not necessarily
negative, since it is only a reflection of the world the
museums are surrounded by.

Furthermore, Ames (1992) in his book, Cannibal
Tours and Glass Boxes, discusses the role of museums
in the modern world and questions whether the

use of glass boxes and the methods of display and
representation in museums are cannibalistic in
nature. He also introduces the idea that museums are
ever-changing and are constantly being influenced
by their surrounding environment, including political
and economic changes, concluding that museums
have inevitably been influenced by the current
consumer market. Ames notes that this also suggests
that marketing principles are being applied to
modern museums so they can advertise themselves
to survive and progress.

This concept of a capitalist museum has led to the
rise of museum brands. Vivant (2011) believes that
museums in our current world are becoming brand
names by franchising on a global scale. This resulted
in cities competing to house the best museum
brands, such as the Guggenheim. This is referred

to as the McGuggenheim effect in Marthu's article
(2005) where he compares museums to corporate
entities. This trend in museums was led by the
Guggenheim Museum, which formed a global
identity through franchising worldwide in the 1990s.
Finally, Caldwell (2000) also sees the phenomenon
of museum brands as inevitable in a capitalist world.
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He adds that museum brands help attract as many
tourists as possible and assure the success of the
museum. In conclusion, it is clear that a large body of
social scientists agree that capitalism has inevitably
affected museums and the way they function, stating
that it is not necessarily a bad thing, but a reflection
of the current world.

The Saadiyat Cultural District project is a prime
example of how capitalism and brand names have
been embraced in the museum world. Here, the Abu
Dhabi government has purchased museum names
and collections for these museums. This, as Krauss,
Caldwell, and Fitchett state, does not necessarily
degrade the role of the museum.

Regarding the sources discussed above, it is clear
that they are all general and discuss museums from
a broad perspective. Considering that none of the
Saadiyat museums are open yet, there is little that
has been written on the Saadiyat Cultural District
that discusses the museums from a theoretical
perspective. Therefore, looking at sources that
discuss museums broadly was necessary to
understand the Saadiyat project further. This was not
an issue since many of the themes discussed above
are applicable to all museums across the world, and
the arguments they raise remain valid here.

Nevertheless, what Abu Dhabi is doing is
revolutionizing the museum world: a project with
such a grandiose size has not been seen before. The
island is witnessing the birth of museums and the
importation of one of the best cultural institutions

in the western world. This museum building trend is
also seen in some cities worldwide where they are
dedicating full districts for museums and culture, such
as in Hong Kong. There is very little written on this
trend which needs to be explored further in literature
to understand why cities in our current world are
taking so much interest in museum projects.

3. Introduction

It appears that museums in the twenty-first
century occupy an extremely important position
in numerous societies as they are centers of art,
history, knowledge and social events. Museums
have become symbols of prestige, modernity, and
are a central element in sustainable tourism, since

some renowned museums attract millions of visitors
annually (Ames, 1992: 100; Harrison, 1997: 23). Their
undeniable popularity and the current soaring global
“museum fever” has led to cities competing to house
the best museums, which has resulted in the spread
of museums globally and the franchise of popular
ones. This trend made many assumes that museums
are becoming part of the capital market, thus losing
their initial purpose (Cachin, Clair, and Recht, 2006).
Debates arose regarding the commodification of
culture, blaming museums for “selling their artistic
soul” (Pes, 2007: 45). However, such debates did

not stop major cities, such as Hong Kong, Doha,

and Abu Dhabi from investing millions of dollars

in cultural and museum projects. The Abu Dhabi
Saadiyat Island project is a twenty-seven billion
dollar complex that will house renowned museums,
galleries, universities, resorts, and a performing arts
center. The project includes large franchises such as
New York University, the Louvre, the Guggenheim,
as well as a National and Maritime Museum. This
enormous investment in the cultural sector has
never been witnessed before globally, therefore it is
inevitable that such a mega project fuels debates1.
This paper explores the debates that have arisen
around the Abu Dhabi Saadiyat project, emphasizing
why such investments are significant to Abu Dhabi
and its population in the current globalized world.
In addition, by looking at interviews with the Emirati
population and experts in the museum field, |

will record the population’s reaction towards the
Saadiyat projects.

3.1 Definition of Museums:

Museums have been the subject of debates and
scrutiny because of their increasing number
worldwide and the diversity of their collections.
Moreover, the role of a museum and its positionin a
capital society has been criticized, making it difficult
to present a coherent definition of what a museum
is. The International Council of Museums defines a
museum as a“non- profit, permanent institution in
the service of society and its development, open to
the public, which acquires, conserves, researches,
communicates and exhibits the tangible and
intangible heritage of humanity and its environment
for the purposes of education, study and enjoyment”.
This standard definition of a museum is referenced
in numerous sources, yet some social scientists
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disagree with what they believe to be a vague
definition that presents neither the function nor the
purpose of a museum entirely.

The presence of such diverse opinions and reactions
towards museums and their function is not new,
since certain themes have been debated from the
beginning of the installation of museums in the
western world. For an example, anthropologists
such as Franz Boas criticized natural history
museums for failing to meet their purpose in

the nineteenth century by placing ethnographic
objects as separate specimens and not in a larger
narrative or their cultural context (Cuno, 2011: 35).
In addition, the French philosopher Michel Foucault
introduced a new lens through which museums
could be seen, and his view towards museums has
since raised debates regarding their function in
society. Foucault's museum is a place of constructed
histories, dominance, and power . Museums are
what he refers to as heterotopias, spaces “with a
multitude of localities containing things so different
that it is impossible to find a common logic for them;
a space in which everything is somehow out of
place”(Relph, as cited in Kahn, 1995: 324). Museums
are heterotopias because they contain a series

of objects, statues, and paintings from different
locations, all rearranged, juxtaposed, and labelled,
then made to fit the museum context wherein they
are arranged with the purpose of telling a coherent
story. According to Foucault, the objects on display
in museums become part of a wider narrative that
is told from the perspective of the museum, thus
giving the museum the ability to exercise power
over what it might believe to be an inferior culture.
Foucault is here referring to the Enlightenment
museum and its tendency of categorizing and
collecting objects from colonies (Lord, 2006: 3).

In addition to Foucault’s negative view towards
museums, German sociologist Theodore Adorno
describes museums as containing “objects to which
the observer no longer has a vital relationship and
which are in the process of dying”(Adorno, 1967:
175). In his essay on museums, Adorno brings forth
the example of the poet Valéry and his approach
towards museums, which is similar to Adorno’s.
Valery finds delight in visiting museums, yet he
refers to them as places of frozen objects. He adds

that art in museums has “become a matter of
education and information’, thus failing to meet

its aesthetic purposes. Moreover, Valery fears that
cultural conservatism in ethnographic museums
might in a way have led to the renunciation of
culture (Adorno, 1967: 176-177). This negative
impression of conserving items in glass boxes is
rejected among numerous social scientists as well.
Itis considered a form of “cultural imprisonment”
rather than preservation, and some believe
“appropriating other peoples’ material for their own
study and interpretation” in ethnographic museums
is cannibalistic (Ames, 1992:3). In conclusion, it is
clear that social scientists throughout time have
developed numerous definitions and views towards
museums that are still relevant and debatable in our
current day.

3.2 The Origin of the Museum:

The Enlightenment origin of the museum, its
imperialistic beginnings, and the rise of social
Darwinism in the late nineteenth century provide an
insight into why such debates on the function and
definition of museums exist in the first place. The
birth of the museum is traced back to pre-modern
Europe and the enlightenment that provided

the social, political, and cultural environment

for museums to grow. Moreover, Enlightenment
principles such as reason and desire for knowledge
and exploration played an important role in shaping
the museum (Cuno, 2011: 11).

Before museums came to be, collecting curious
objects from around the world was an activity that
spread throughout Europe among the elite and

the intellectuals. It was associated with prestige

and power because it proved the collector’s ability
to acquire and trade rare objects from around

the world. During the Renaissance, these objects
where placed in private collections and cabinets

of curiosities and were only viewed by the wealthy
(Henning, 2006: 20). However, during the sixteenth
century, museums came to replace the encyclopedic
cabinets of curiosities and spread around Europe,
thereby allowing their collections to reach the larger
public. An example of this is Sir Hans Sloane giving
his private collection of numerous items to the
British Museum on a permanent loan to be displayed
for entertainment, curiosity, and educational
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purposes (Cuno, 2011: 13). These natural history
museums began to follow Enlightenment principles
by classifying objects brought in through exploration
and donation and displaying them for inquiry and
study. The classification of objects in museums was
inspired by Social Darwinism as some viewed the
objects from colonies as tools of inferior humans,
justifying their own societies as more evolved (Lord,
2006; 2). After the French Revolution in particular,
private collections such as art pieces and colonial
treasures owned by the elite were displayed to

the public as the national treasures became
“democratized” (Henning, 2006: 12). The beginning of
this museum age allowed the public, especially the
working class, which was now given the opportunity
to indulge in an upper class activity, to look at
curious objects from around the world, even though

certain restrictions to museums for the working class
were placed. Therefore, “museums allowed Victorian
society to produce totalizing accounts of the world
by acting as centers for the resembling and the
recording of artifacts and specimens taken from all
over the globe” (Henning, 2006: 14). With the spread
of department stores, fairs, exhibitions and parks in
the nineteenth century, Europe was in the midst of
an “exhibitionary complex”inspired by the rise and
popularity of museums (Henning, 2005: 25)

Itis clear that museums have always been and are
still gaining popularity among the public. Take

the example of the National Gallery in London,
established in 1824 to house private collections

of paintings for entertainment and educational
purposes to serve both the upper and working class
of London. During the Second World War, fear of the
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bombings in central London led to the relocation of
the paintings to a safer house in Scotland. Because
of the lack of paintings in the National Gallery during
the war years, the public reacted by demanding

the return of the paintings to London. Since the
crowd was very persistent, the gallery agreed to
bring a single painting every month to London. It

is astonishing to see the public concerned with a
museum’s collection amidst a war, and this case

only proves museums’ popularity with the public

at all times (Cuno, 2004: 43). Moreover, in 2010, the
Louvre recorded a number of 8.8 million visitors and,
in 2011, this number increased by one million (“The
Louvre is the most” 2013). Therefore, it is undeniable
that museums have the ability to attract millions

of visitors, thus encouraging cities to invest in the
museum and cultural sector, in a way similar to what
Abu Dhabi is planning.

3.3 The Saadiyat Project:

The Abu Dhabi 2030 plan was developed by the
government to diversify the capital’'s economy,
ensure the city’s future development, and produce
“a socially cohesive and economically sustainable
community that preserves the Emirate’s unique
cultural heritage”(Abu Dhabi Urban Planning
Council). In its path towards sustainable economic
development, Abu Dhabi has undertaken the
impressive investment of Saadiyat Island with three
major museums planned, earning it the title of the
future cultural district in Abu Dhabi. As mentioned,
museums are extremely popular throughout the
western world and are successful in attracting
tourists, therefore Abu Dhabi’s plan to invest in
museums is comprehensible. Though, rather than
proposing new museum names, the Abu Dhabi
government and Sheikhs approached renowned
western museums with the desire of creating
franchises in Abu Dhabi. In 2005, Sheikh Khalifa

bin Zayed al-Nahayan approached the Solomon

R. Guggenheim foundation in New York and its
director at the time, Thomas Krens, to open a new
branch of the Guggenheim in Abu Dhabi, a process
similar to what had been done in Bilbao, Spain. After
numerous debates, in 2007 an agreement was made
with France to open a branch of the Louvre in Abu
Dhabi, making it the first universal museum in the
UAE. A final deal was done with the British Museum
to help in the organization and training of the Zayed

National Museum staff. Once these agreements
were established, the government began selecting
prominent architects to design monumental
buildings fit for the museums. Frank Gehry, known
for the Guggenheim Bilbao, designed a 30,000
square meter complex inspired by traditional wind
towers for the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. The Louvre
Abu Dhabi’s design by Jean Nouvel was also inspired
by the traditions of the region, especially the large
central dome and its hallways that resemble Arabian
markets. Finally, the Zayed National museum
building’s inspiration came from the late sheikh’s
love of falconry.

With the emergence of new museums on Saadiyat
and the heavy media coverage of these projects,
many might mistakenly assume that museums are
new to the UAE. During the UAE’s modernization
and urbanization efforts after the discovery of

oil, museums were built to house and preserve
the National Emirati heritage during a time of
change across all seven Emirates. Even though
such museum projects where small, since most of
the leaders’ focus was towards other imperative
issues such as education and infrastructure, they
nevertheless existed. One of the first museums

to open its doors in the UAE was the Al Ain
National Museum, in 1969. Because of the wave

of archeological discoveries in Abu Dhabi during
the 1950s and 60s by Danish archeologists in
locations such as Umm al Nar, a museum was built
to house and display the collection of archeological
finds. The museum then progressed into the first
ethnographic and archeological museum in Abu
Dhabi (Al Nayadi, 2011). In addition, the Emirate
of Sharjah is famous for its cultural programs and
development of museums encouraged by its
leader Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed bin Saqger

Al Qasimi. Since 1998, almost twenty museums
have opened their doors in the Emirate of Sharjah
and it has been proclaimed a UNESCO cultural
capital of the Arab world (Bouchenaki, 2011). The
diversity of Sharjah’s museums is wide, ranging
from scientific, archeological, Islamic, and heritage-
related museums. Therefore, museums are not new
to the UAE, yet there is an evident lack of universal
museums in the country, since most current
museums are heritage related.
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3.4 Research Outline

This essay will be divided into four sections. |

will begin by exploring the Louvre project and

the debates surrounding it, focusing on the
“commercialization of culture” | will then move on

to discuss the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi project and
explore the concept of the museum in a globalized
world. The third section will be on the importance of
having museums in the UAE. Finally, | will analyze the
survey results in order to understand how the Emirati
population is reacting towards museums.

3.5 Methodology

| will be using archival and contemporary source
research, for example, books on museums and
tourism, along with newspaper and magazine
articles that have covered this topic. Finally, | will
use journal articles that discuss museums and their
function in society.

In addition, | have carried out a series of interviews
with individuals working in the museum sector and
surveyed a wide range of Emiratis from different
age groups to get their perspective on the Saadiyat
Cultural District projects.

4.The Louvre Abu Dhabi: Project

and Debates
4.1 The Project:
In 2005, Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan,

The Louvre Museum

chairman of Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and
Heritage at that time, approached France with the
desire to bring the Louvre Museum to Abu Dhabi,
making it the first franchise of the museum outside
of France and the first universal museum in the UAE.
Negotiations over the project took almost two years
before a contract was finalized in 2007 and signed
with the Louvre and the Agence France-Museums
(Herloy, 2008: 1). The contract lent the name of one
of the most prominent cultural institutions in the
western world to Abu Dhabi for twenty years and
assured that the Agence France- Museums would
lend the Louvre Abu Dhabi works of art and artifacts
for a period spanning from two months to two years.
In total, 300 works of art are planned to be on loan to
Abu Dhabi in a period of ten years. This number will
slowly decline as the museum begins to acquire its
own collection, for which it is spending an estimate
of 40 million euros per year for. The collection of the
museum will be universal, including objects from
around the globe spanning different eras, such as
pre- historic artifacts, Renaissance paintings, etc.

In addition, in the contracted period of ten years,
France will organize four temporary exhibitions
annually in the Louvre Abu Dhabi (Graebner, 2014:
190). Finally, the Louvre Paris will help Abu Dhabi
by providing their expertise, training the future
staff, and giving guidance when acquiring the
collection. Financially, a total of over 900 million
euros was agreed between the two governments;
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an endowment of 400 million euros was paid by the
Abu Dhabi government to the Louvre to attach the
name of the Louvre to their museum, and 550 million
euros where paid to the Agence France-Museums for
the art works on loan and their expertise (Graebner,
2014:190). An additional expense is the Louvre Abu
Dhabi’s building, designed by Jean Nouvel, which
will cost around $108 million and will encompass a
24,000 square meter area.

In addition to the initial agreement, subsidiary
projects were planned by Abu Dhabi for France. As
proposed by French museum officials, the Emirates
will fund a new “multi-purpose art research centre”
in France that will carry the name of the UAE. In
addition, Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
denoted outside the contract enough money to
renovate some parts of two French palaces and the
theatre in the Chateau de Fontainebleau. Finally, as
a commemoration for his late father, Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, a 25 million euro sum was
given to the Louvre to renovate its pavilion de Flora
(Graebner, 2014: 191).

Since the inception of the project, Abu Dhabi and
France have pushed their political, economic, and
cultural relationship forward. In 2007, Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed made an official visit to France which was
followed in 2008 by French president Sarkozy’s visit
to Abu Dhabi. During this visit, France was granted
the opportunity to have its first military base in Abu
Dhabi, making it one of the few western nations to
have a military base in the Gulf (Bennhold, 2008). In
addition, the UAE is France’s top economic partner

in the Middle East where “French exports to the UAE
account for approximately one third of France’s total
exports to this region of the world” (Herloy, 2008: 52).
Finally, the French-Emirati cooperation in education
is symbolized by the Paris Sorbonne University in the
UAE, which opened its doors in 2006.

4.2 The Debate:

The rise of criticism and public debate surrounding
the Louvre Abu Dhabi is not surprising since a
franchise of the Louvre beyond French boarders has
never been accomplished or even considered before.
The most prominent and outspoken opponents
included a number of French museum and cultural
professionals who condemned the ethics of the

plan. Jean Clair, the former director of the Picasso
Museum, Francoise Cachin, the director of French
Museums, and Roland Recht, an art historian,
denounced the principle of making money by
selling cultural goods, deeming it a commodification
of culture, adding that museums were “selling

their souls” by franchising and becoming brand
names. These concerns were expressed harshly

in an opinionated article by the three published

in Le Monde newspaper titled “Museums are not
for Sale” after the project plan was released. In the
article, they condemned the Abu Dhabi project

as they saw the lending of art works to Abu Dhabi
alarming, both towards the ethics of museums

and the objects themselves (Cachin, Clair, & Recht,
2006). Under French law, any artwork acquired

by a French museum remains the property of the
state forever. They believed that lending art works
to Abu Dhabi would “alienate” the objects and at
the same time put a price tag on cultural objects
and institutions (Graebner, 2014: 193). In addition,
they argued that lending works of art to Abu Dhabi
would be placing them in jeopardy because of the
risk of transportation, such as loss and damage,
vandalism, and terrorist attacks, concerns because
of the region’s history. In conclusion, they demanded
the “preservation of the integrity of the French
museums” and the cessation of the exchange of art
for money (Cachin, Clair, & Recht, 2006). This article
inspired a petition which was signed by almost 4500
individuals, including prominent museum officials.

Media sources and the public joined the Louvre
Abu Dhabi debate by raising numerous questions
regarding the future plan of the museum. Some
saw that lending works of art to Abu Dhabi, which
they believed to be a small Emirate unable to attract
tourists like Paris, was impractical and woud deprive
the visitors of the Louvre and other museums in Paris
if the opportunity to view these particular works

of art. Moreover, the concept of “buying culture”
appeared frequently in media outlets as the core
question of “can culture be bought, and who is
really enriched in the process” arose (Ibrahim, 2007;
Krieger, 2007). The president of the Sorbonne at the
time of the release of the project plan infamously
stated “can we really bring culture to these camel
riders and carpet sellers?” (Leech, 2014). Journalists
mocked Abu Dhabi for buying the Louvre branch
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name, stating that “Even the fabulously oil-rich
nation cannot buy the yearning of the mind and

soul called culture with a fistfull of dollars” (Ibrahim
2007). In addition, the media criticized Abu Dhabi for
“buying the souls of others rather than building their
own identity” and Arab media outlets also opposed
the project, labelling it cultural colonialism and
westernization (Krieger, 2007).

Moreover, the intentions of Abu Dhabi and France
were questioned. Jean Clair, the former director of
the Picasso Museum, claimed that France was only
participating in Abu Dhabi’s venture for economic
reasons. Clair believed that, like any other commodity,
the Louvre name was being exploited for commercial
purposes, turning it into a brand name and thus

no longer differentiating between cultural and
commercial goods. Clair added that “to lend works

of art which belong to the national collection for
economic ends and as part of irrelevant scientific
projects in very unlikely places is mockery; by doing
so, France will ruin its reputation”(Herloy.2008: 82).
Catherine Tasca, the former Minister of Culture in
France shared similar views to Clair’s and expressed
her opinion regarding the project in a parliamentary
debate, stating that, “The appealing veneer of the
dialogue of civilizations is only an alibi which cannot
hide the very true logic behind the project which is
first and foremost of a financial nature” (Herloy, 2008:
68). On the other hand, Abu Dhabi is believed to
have only invested in the Louvre for prestige rather
than for art’s and intellect’s sake and hoped to use
the Louvre as a method of promoting a new, civilized
Arab identity capable of running renowned museums
(Ouroussoff, 2010).

4.3 Response Towards the Criticism:

There is an apparent lack in counterargument

and little written response towards the critique
targeted against the Louvre in Arab media, but it
is clear that the premise of some debates is fueled
by imperialistic attitudes and negative stereotypes
regarding the Middle East. To be begin with, the
reference to the residents of Abu Dhabi as “carpet
sellers”and “camels riders” whom they will be
bringing culture to is extremely orientalist and
eurocentric in nature2. Residents of this region do
not need to be “taught” culture, since they have a
diverse and deep culture of their own which is in no

way inferior to western cultures. Similarly narrow
minded comments that state Abu Dhabi is buying
the souls of others rather than building its own
identity neglect to understand that the nation has
its own distinctive identity, and the purpose of the
museums is not to build a new, western-inspired
identity but instead to enhance its already existing
beliefs3. In addition, many of the debates that arose
question whether the art loaned would be safe in
Abu Dhabi, because of the Middle East’s history.
This is invalid since the west is also prone to attacks
(such as 9/11) and Abu Dhabi is in fact ranked as
the safest city in the Middle East, according to the
latest Economist Intelligence Unit’s Safe Cities Index
(Maceda, 2015). In addition, art in Abu Dhabi is not
prone to more vandalism or damage than in western
countries; take the example of the vandalism of
Eugéne Delacroix’s “Liberty Leading the People”in
2013 in the Lens Louvre branch (Peckham, 2013).
Regarding the concerns about depriving French
museum visitors of art, it is important to note that
around 30,000 works of art are loaned by French
museums to foreign institutions annually, so why is
the Louvre Abu Dhabi the only one being attacked?
(Herloy, 2008: 83). Moreover, it is better for works
of art to be displayed to the public than stored in
museums for no one to see. Finally, some museum
experts were worried that individuals in Abu Dhabi
lack the expertise to take care of the items the
borrow, but this is not a legitimate debate since the
project investment includes the assistance of France
in training the future staff of the Louvre Abu Dhabi.

The most controversial issue raised regarding the
Louvre Abu Dhabi was the one concerning the
commodification of culture and whether buying
cultural items and turning museums into brand
names are ethical practices. In order to respond

to these debates, looking at the method of art
collection in the Louvre France versus Abu Dhabi

is crucial. In our twenty-first century, post-modern,
capitalist world, it is challenging to think of methods
of collecting art other than purchasing the works.
During the Renaissance and Enlightenment
however, this was not the case: museum collections
were acquired otherwise using methods exclusive
to those eras. The development of the Louvre
museum in Paris highlights this perfectly. During
the Enlightenment, the Louvre, once a fortress and
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castle, was transformed into a center for art in Paris
where workshops, classes, and exhibitions were
housed and created. In addition, an antique hall
that housed the royal collection that was shown to
a limited public at certain times was present (Bresc-
Bautier, 2003: 63). Only in 1793 did demands arrive
asking for the creation of a museum to hold France’s
royal collection and paintings. The royal collection
included works of art such as the Mona Lisa, which
arrived in France after Leonardo Da Vinci was invited
to Francois’| court; many other works of art reached
the royal collection in similar ways. Other methods
included the aristocracy sending individuals to
acquire works of art from around Europe and world,
such as when Isidore Taylor was sent to Spain by King
Louis Philippe in 1835 to acquire Spanish art during
the civil war, bringing over five hundred paintings
into the Louvre (Lerner, 2014: 101).

However, only after the Napoleonic conquests

did the Louvre collection begin to take its current
form where sculpture and items from antiquity,
such as those from Egypt, Assyria and the Orient,
were seized and brought from colonies to the
Louvre (Bresc-Boutier, 2003: 63). Therefore, “due to
the special historical and political circumstances
under which these museums were developed,

[. . .Jtheirreplication in the present day [is]
impossible”(Baniotopoulou, 2001:11).

By contrast, the process of collecting art for the
Louvre Abu Dhabi is different than for other
museums in the west, since the works of art have
been bought by the government with the initial
purpose of forming a collection for the museum.
The questions that should be raised here are first,
whether one process is deemed more ethical than
the other and, second, how a universal museum
could acquire a collection in the twenty-first century
without purchasing the works of art and, if it could
do so, would this lead to the commodification of
culture as stated by numerous critics. By looking
closely at museums, it would appear that marketing
principles have been applied to museums before
the Louvre Abu Dhabi project came to be. For an
example, by having admission fees in museums,
objects in the museum are becoming commodities
the individuals are paying to see. That does not
particularly suggest the loss of the integrity of these

museums but rather a change in the global system
and a reflection of the capitalist world that museums
are part of. In addition, works of art have been sold
at auction for a long period of time. Therefore, “the
treatment of museums as sites of consumption

is simply a reflection of modern social structures
which has redefined the role and purpose of many
institutions, including the museum, so that they are
compatible with contemporary expectations and
requirements of the public” (Fitchett, 1997: 102).

As mentioned, some of the public and academics
see the Louvre museum in Abu Dhabi as cultural
colonialism and westernization in the Middle East.
Such claims are invalid since France is not forcing
the Louvre on Abu Dhabi, but rather the Abu Dhabi
government is the one who requested the formation
of the Louvre. Moreover, the relationship between
Abu Dhabi and France is not one of dominance
and power, but rather an equal relationship with
no power tension between the two countries. In
addition, even though the Louvre is a western
institution, the Louvre Abu Dhabi will be built
distinctively to the region and its identity, not as a
mere replica of the Louvre in France, as is evident
from the collection to the architecture of the
building. An example of this is Nouvels'inspiration
for the design, which came from the region the
museum belongs to, and the interlaced dome the
Louvre Abu Dhabi is famously known for which
resembles light traveling through the palm leaves
in the oasis landscape (Wakefield, 2015: 26 ). On the
other hand, the collection the Louvre Abu Dhabi
will house has been chosen specifically for this
region, such as the purchase of Arab and Islamic
objects and early photographs from the Middle
East. In conclusion, “In not attempting to define
itself by copying its “other’, the flow of knowledge
and, hence, power between west and east is not just
reversed but re-defined”. Therefore, the Louvre Abu
Dhabi is not a form of cultural colonialism in the
Middle East (Doherty, 2012: 189).

Finally, some arguments claim to reveal the real
intentions behind the project, insisting it is only

an economic venture for France and a project to
redefine the image and prestige of the UAE. It is true
that the project will provide France with large sums
of money that it can in return invest in the cultural
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sphere, and the project did influence French-UAE
political relations; however, these effects are limited.
Nevertheless, the project could be considered a
form of cultural diplomacy. Cultural diplomacy

can be defined as “actors attempt[ing] to manage
the international environment through making its
cultural resources and achievements known overseas
and/or facilitating cultural transmission abroad”
(Cull, 2009: 19). The French Minister of Culture at

the time of the project stated the importance of the
project to France’s cultural diplomacy and argued
that it was France’s duty to spread its cultural and
museum expertise, which will strengthen its cultural
presence worldwide and allow it to practice soft
power in the region (Herloy, 2008: 60). In addition
to that, the Louvre would also be symbol of mutual
trust and cultural exchange between the two
nations. On the other hand, it is true that the UAE
invested in museums to enhance tourism and for
economic reasons, yet that is only one piece of

the puzzle; museums will allow the country to be

a remarkable cultural center in the Middle East,
connecting and forming a dialogue between the
east and the west. This “dialogue between artworks,
sculptures and objects will allow visitors to discover
shared influences and mutual historical connections
between different cultures around the globe, giving
insight into the history of humankind since the
beginning of time” (“Louvre Abu Dhabi", n.d.).

5.The Guggenheim Abu Dhabi:

Project and Debates

5.1 The Project:

The second major museum that will open its doors
on Saadiyat in 2017 is the Guggenheim Museum4.
Unlike the Louvre, the Guggenheim is known for its
franchises and galleries across the world, including
those in Bilbao and Venice, and it is currently
proposing a satellite Guggenheim in Helsinki (Volner,
2015). The Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation is
keen on spreading the notion of museums without
borders, expanding franchises to reach and influence
a wider audience. The evolution of the Guggenheim
Museum, which started six decades ago, is different
than that of the Louvre. The museum was born in
1959 to house the private collection of Solomon R.
Guggenheim, a prosperous elite and art patron from
New York City. The collection was influenced by the
German baroness Hilla Rebay Von Ehrenwiesen who

in 1927 introduced him to non-objective art and
the experimental trends of Europe (Watkin, 1991:
40). In 1939, Von Ehrenwiesen and Guggenheim
rented a showroom in Manhattan to display his
acquired collection, and in 1943 the idea of building
a permanent museum was born. Before the museum
opened its doors, the collection was enriched by
the purchase of over 730 objects, including those
from artists such as Paul Klee and Wassily Kandinsky.
The collection was further enriched in 1961 under
the directorship of Thomas M. Messer, who focused
continuously on acquiring new collections for the
museum (Dennison, 2003: 52).

As part of its “museums without borders” mission,
Thomas Krens, the previous director of the Solomon
R. Guggenheim Foundation, agreed to open a
franchise on Saadiyat Island, thereby making it the
first in the Middle East (Dennison, 2003: 48). An
agreement to build a 450,000 square foot museum,
designed by Frank Gehry, was signed between the
foundation and the Abu Dhabi government in 2007
which finalized the project which will cost around
800 million dollars, (Ouroussoff, 2010).“The museum,
the largest Guggenheim in the world, will have
global art, exhibitions, and education programs with
particular focus on Middle Eastern contemporary
art” (Guggenheim.org/abu-dhabi). By combining
works of art from different regions around the world,
the Guggenheim, like the Louvre, will be a center for
art dialogue in the region and as Richard Armstrong,
the current director of the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum announced, the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi
will help “get away from the bipolarity of seeing

art history from the point-of-view of America and
Europe!(Vogel, 2014).

5.2 The Debates:

The Guggenheim Museum in New York and
Guggenheim Abu Dhabi share multiple similarities
in their development processes. Unlike the Louvre,
which houses a royal collection, the Guggenheim’s
collection is comprised of Solomon R. Guggenheim’s
private collection and art acquired exclusively for
the museum. This is similar to what the government
of Abu Dhabi is doing, where the collection is

also being acquired exclusively for the museum.
Therefore, the arguments that arose against the
Guggenheim Abu Dhabi Museum were different
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The Guggenheim Museum

from the ones that arose around the Louvre,
considering that there was little mention of the
commodification of culture or the collection of the
museum. The Guggenheim critique was focused on
the construction workers responsible for building
Frank Gehry’s creation, and many protests were
carried regarding this issue. Protestors demanded
that the Guggenheim ensure workers'rights since
many Gulf countries have received numerous
criticisms regarding their labor laws. Protestors were
also fueled by the workers’situation in the NYUAD
campus on Saadiyat Island after several investigative
articles were published in American newspapers
such as the New York Times. These mentioned
workers' crowded living conditions, strikes, passport
retention and their demand for more pay (Kaminer
& Sean O'Driscoll, 2014). The most outspoken
protestors, the Gulf Labor Artist Coalition, has
protested numerous times and certain artists have
boycotted the Guggenheim in demand for more pay
and the right to organize for workers, which in May
2015 resulted in the closing of the museum in New
York for a whole day (Greenberger, 2015).

In response, Richard Armstrong, the current director
of the Guggenheim, ensured that the Tourism
Development and Investment Company (TDIC),

the company responsible for the construction, are
“deeply committed” to workers' rights and adds:

“we believe that our presence in Abu Dhabi and

our engagement on the issue of workers'rights has
had and will continue to have an important and
positive impact” (Moynihan, 2014). Moreover, the
Guggenheim released a statement in response to the
recent May (2015) protests, stating that:

“As an international arts institution, we welcome the
free exchange of ideas, but Gulf Labor continues to
engage in public displays that misrepresent the truth
about the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi Museum project.
[...] Despite erroneous reports to the contrary,
construction of the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi has not
yet begun.

In advance, the Guggenheim has been collaborating
with our local government partner, the Tourism
Development and Investment Company, and other
authorities and stakeholders inside and outside

of the UAE to continue to advance progress on
conditions for workers who will build the future
museum. [...] We have consistently informed

Gulf Labor of our efforts, but they have yet to
acknowledge them publicly” (Vartanian, 2015)

Moreover, TDIC announced that the reports released
regarding the workers’ conditions that fueled
protestors were outdated because the latest annual
audit by PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) found
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significant improvement in labor conditions in the
Saadiyat workers’ village, for example the workers
were given access to their passports and health
care (The National Staff, 2015a). The village, which
houses about 7000 workers, has leisure facilities,
medical care, and other services such as laundry
and computers for its residents. Moreover, embassy
officials were given a tour of the Saadiyat workers'’
village to view the working and living conditions,
in which they, as the British ambassador expressed,
saw impressive improvements (The National Staff,
2015b). In conclusion, the protestors’ situation did
not seem to subside even though the construction
on the project has not yet began5.

5.3 The Emergence of Museum Brands:
Globalization and increased connectivity around
the world allowed museums to reach beyond their
restricting borders and influence a wider audience,
which led to the emergence of a museum brand.
This effect is referred to as the “McGuggenheim
Effect” by some social scientists since the Solomon
R. Guggenheim Foundation was the first to
introduce the concept of a museum brand in 1980
by franchising in Venice and later building the
Guggenheim Bilbao in 1997 (Mathur, 2005: 689).
The Guggenheim led this musicological revolution
by transforming the museum name into a brand
and applying marketing principles to their museum,
thereby making it a valuable entity. Thomas Krens,
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the Guggenheim director at the time of its expansion  Armani exhibition (Mathur, 2005: 699). Even though
peak, is the figure who led the Guggenheim through  many museum professionals disagree with the

its global mission and was criticized for his vision branding of museums, it is undeniable that this

and his use of financial idiom when referring to process is taking place rapidly. Rosalind Krauss in her
museums (Mathur, 2005: 699). The incorporation 1990 essay, the Cultural Logic of the Late Capitalist
of capitalism in museums also came in the form of Museum, visits the idea of museums as commercial
exhibitions. Some exhibitions in the Guggenheim entities, stating that “the notion of the museum as
were sponsored by commercial brands, such as a guardian of the public patrimony has given way
the Art of the Motorcycle exhibition in 2000/2001, to the notion of museum as a corporate entity with

which was sponsored by BMW, and the 1999 Giorgio  a highly marketable inventory and the desire of

Zayed National Museum
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growth” (Krauss, 1990: 5); this desire of growth would
not have been possible without a brand name or an
incorporation in the global world.

A museum’s initial purpose is to raise cultural
awareness and educate its visitors—visitors that

it is able to attract by branding the museum and
understanding the market that surrounds it. The
strength and influence of a museum brand should
not be underestimated, as they have the abilities to
attract millions of visitors annually; however, in order
for a museum’s name to be classified as a brand,
certain characteristics have to be met. According to
Caldwell, “the general strength of a museum brand
might, then, be measured according to the following
factors: visitor satisfaction, name awareness,
perceived quality, brand association and other
proprietary assets”(2000: 31). Take the Guggenheim
and the Louvre as an example of museums that
have applied all of these factors. Both museums

are renowned globally for attracting millions of
visitors annually, which could be a sign of visitor
satisfaction. Likewise, name awareness is vital in a
brand, and both these museums’names are known
globally. In addition, the quality of the displays in
these museums and of the collection is high, and
this high expectation is one of the main reasons why
many visit these museums. Finally, the quality of the
brand is not only presented in the collection, but in
the architectural building itself and its surroundings.
The Louvre palace, with its distinctive glass pyramid,
Frank Lloyd Wright's inverted ziggurat in New York,
and Frank Gehry’s creation in Bilbao have become
crucial elements of the identity of their museums
and brand. Thus, they have become “superstar
museums” which differentiates them from other
small or average scale museums (Frey and Meier,
2006: 1037).

The power of these “superstar museums”is one

of the reasons why the Abu Dhabi government
decided to bring museums with matured and
famous brand names to the UAE rather than build
their own. As already seen, this has led to criticism,
with some labelling it as commodification of culture
while others seeing it as a form of westernization.

It is undeniable that museums in the twenty-first
century are becoming integrated in the global
market, yet that does not decrease from their

artistic value; rather, it is only an expression of the
current globalized world. The UAE, being part of
this globalized world, imported these museums
because they have established names that are
recognized globally which will be more effective
when attracting tourists. “Prestige art brands such
as the Guggenheim, Louvre, Hermitage, or Tate are
becoming vital for larger museum projects for two
reasons. First, they contribute with the knowledge,
professionalism and a huge fund of art pieces to
any museum project. Second, they help to promote
the project from the beginning with their name of
label”(Plaza & Haarich, 2009: 12). Even though using
renowned museum brands is helpful in museum
projects, it alone is not adequate for their success.

5.4 The Brand of Saadiyat:

In order popularize the Saadiyat museum projects,
the island and its museums are branded and
advertised in a particular way. To begin with,
Saadiyat Island is referred to as the “cultural district”
of Abu Dhabi and is advertised in the newspapers
through numerous articles that discuss the project
and upcoming museum-related exhibitions. For

an example, the National newspaper has a section
dedicated to the Louvre Museum on their websites
that continually updates people with the project.
Moreover, there is always a mention of the island
witnessing a “Renaissance” in Abu Dhabi. By using
such terms, the image of the island as an intellectual
and cultural hub spreads among people. The island is
also branded as a tourism hub, with hotels and golf
courses opening to accommodate tourists.

In addition to branding Saadiyat as the cultural
district of Abu Dhabi, and perhaps of the UAE as a
whole, there are multiple of factors the government
is taking into account to ensure that the branding is
successful. According to Plaza and Haarich, having a
renowned global museum will attract tourists only

if certain conditions are fulfilled, two of which are
location and accessibility (2009: 4). Take the example
of the Guggenheim in Bilbao, which was strategically
located in the city center and surrounded by other
museums, universities, and leisure activities. Abu
Dhabi is following in Bilbao's footsteps by ensuring
that Saadiyat is easily accessible from different
regions around Abu Dhabi. Saadiyat is close to
downtown Abu Dhabi and certain infrastructures
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were added, such as the construction of a tunnel, to
allow easy accessibility. In addition, all the museums
and cultural centers are located in close proximity to
each other, giving visitors the chance to visit them

all in one day. Another factor that is important to the
success of a museum brand is architecture. All the
museums and cultural centers on Saadiyat Island
have distinctive and unique architecture that plays
an important role in the brand of the museum and
of the island as a whole. Therefore, Saadiyat Island
has formed its own distinctive brand, which is being
advertised to the public as the cultural district of Abu
Dhabi to ensure its popularity among the population
and seal its identity.

6. The Benefits of the Museums to
Abu Dhabi

There are numerous benefits that Abu Dhabi

will enjoy by investing in museums, including
educational and financial benefits. Moreover, the city
believes that these museums will complement its
identity and brand.

6.1 Knowledge:

Some museums can be considered venues that
educate their visitors and help facilitate learning
among individuals because of their collections and
successful educational programs, and since Abu
Dhabi is building a wide variety of museums on
Saadiyat, these museums could be engaging in the
learning process of their visitors. There are multiple
of reasons why museums facilitate learning and help
educate their visitors. To begin with, museums allow
a free- choice learning style that gives the visitor the
option to choose what personally motivates and
interests them in the museum and explore it further
(Dierking and Falk, 2000: 13). In addition, learning in
museums is entertaining as the setting and objects
on display are aesthetically pleasing, suggesting
that education and entertainment in museums

are not mutually exclusive. According to a study
done by Moussouri at the University of Leicester,
the two most popular reasons why individuals visit
museums are for educational and entertainment
purposes respectively, Therefore, since museum
going is seen as entertaining by visitors, free-choice
learning is a further motivation (Dierking & Falk,
2000: 72). Another study was done by Australian
museum researcher Janette Griffin to understand
the relationship between learning and children

8y2va

in museums. She organized two school trips to a
museum, one guided and the other not, eventually
finding out that learning is facilitated when
children are enjoying their time in the museum.
Therefore, “Given ownership of learning, learning
and enjoyment become intertwined and according
to Griffin, ultimately inseparable in the minds of
children”( Dierking & Falk, 2000: 86). In conclusion,
as places of education and entertainment, museums
help educate their visitors about their collections,
but only if certain factors are present.

In order for the learning in museums to be effective,
certain characteristics other than a good educational
program need to be met. According to Dierking

and Falk, learning is contextual, suggesting that
learning in a museum depends on its surrounding
community and visiting people. As an example,
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to learn effectively, individuals in a museum need
to come with interest and prior knowledge that
they have already gained from their society and
education. In other words, education in a museum
helps in refining prior knowledge in individuals. Take
the example of a doctoral dissertation study done
by David Anderson to understand the effectiveness
of education in museums. He found that children
learn more from museums when the displays in
the museum are related to prior knowledge and
experience the children held (Dierking & Falk, 2000:
82). In addition, learning is a continuous process
that needs to spread beyond the museum border
in order to be effective. For museums in the UAE
to meet their educational purposes, they should
have their content belong to the bigger society,
including it in education and bringing it closer to
the public. Abu Dhabi has already taken the first
steps in this direction by building two universities,
The Sorbonne and NYUAD, with its already exciting
list of universities to correspond with the museum
projects.6 Moreover, the Tourism and Cultural

BySxaexOye

Authority (TCA), the authority responsible for the
museum projects, has partnered with the Abu Dhabi
Education Council (ADEC) to design educational
programs that link and incorporate the museum
themes with school subjects. According to Dr. Karima
Al Mazroui, Curriculum Division Manager at ADEC,
“This initiative is part of the NSM reform process that
helps teach students’ different methods on how to
use a museum as a learning resource while searching
for information instead of having it ready and
available for them in the classroom” (“Cycle 1 and 2
public school”, 2013). This was done in the Birth of a
Museum exhibition in 2013, where learning activities
were designed around the exhibition and its themes
for students.

In conclusion, the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the
Guggenheim, and the Zayed National Museum will
benefit their visitors by educating them in certain
areas. Nevertheless, it is wrong to assume that
having museums built in Abu Dhabi will lead to a
more educated society, since it is impossible to trace
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back the knowledge in a society to its museums,
although it is undeniable that museums help in
educating some of their visitors and passing down
the national heritage.

6.2 Tourism:

“In many tourism marketing plans, museums are
considered to be a core element in the urban
attraction and a crucial element in generating a
“high-quality” urban environment” (Jansen-Verbeke
& Rekom, 1996: 365). For this reason, several cities
such as Qatar, Sharjah and Abu Dhabi are competing
to become cultural centers in their region because
it helps in attracting tourists. In order to understand
why Abu Dhabi chose to invest in museums as

part of its plan, a closer look at the Guggenheim
Bilbao's economic and touristic success needs to

be considered. Before the Guggenheim opened its
doors in Bilbao in 1997, the city was in the midst of
economic and political turmoil because of a decline
in the city’s industry and a lack of development

in the service sector, all of which caused an
unemployment rate as high as 26% (Baniotopoulou,
2000: 3). In order to solve these problems, the Basque
government set a holistic urban regeneration plan
that included numerous projects, including the 119
million dollar modern art museum, the Guggenheim.
The plan also included gentrifying certain areas in
the city by building infrastructure projects, such as
a new subway line, an airport, leisure and business
complexes, and parks (Plaza, 2007: 2). By building

a landmark architectural building with a global
museum brand name and having the surrounding
area fit for tourists with such features as the
waterfront, hotels, and transportation, the holistic
project succeeded in bringing tourists into the city.
The Guggenheim Bilbao was set up as an economic
activator, as it included a high-end restaurant, cafes,
and a large museum store. In addition, tourists did
not only benefit the museum but also local firms,
such as hotels and small businesses. The number of
overnight stays in Bilbao increased by 34.6% after
the museum was opened, and in 2012, the number
of the museum visitors reached one million (Plaza,
2000: 1057). Beyond its success in attracting tourists
to the community, the museum was able to recover
all of its invested money. “According to GMB'’s official
report in 2004, the initial investment of $183.8
million was recovered within the first six years of

the museum’s operation” (Plaza, 2007: 3). Finally, the
museum provided over 900 job opportunities. The
use of a modern art museum to help cities recover

is referred to as the “Bilbao effect” by Plaza, and yet
the Abu Dhabi project is not a replication of Bilbao's
case, considering that Abu Dhabi is not in the middle
of an economic crisis. The Bilbao case is only an
example of how successful museum projects can be
in attracting tourists when a clear vision is drawn and
certain characteristics are met, such as the location,
a tourist friendly infrastructure and a brand name, all
of which the Abu Dhabi Saadiyat project has put into
consideration.

Not only did the Guggenheim Bilbao benefit

the economy of the city, but also the art scene
surrounding it. The Guggenheim Bilbao was able

to positively influence artists and cultural projects
surrounding the museums. Trying to evaluate a
city’s art scene is complex since it is made up of
various factors, including art institutions, free-

lance artists, galleries, patrons, etc. but since the
Guggenheim’s installation, it is clear that private art
patronage at other institutions in Bilbao increased.
For an example, “the Bilbao Fine Arts Museums’
level of self-support is 40 percent, whereas this

was almost inexistent before the opening of the
Guggenheim”(Plaza, Tironi, & Haarich, 2009: 1714).
In addition, the number of museum friends for the
Guggenheim Bilbao is the third largest in Europe,
following the Louvre and the Tate in London.
Regarding art education, the Bilboarte, an art
institution supported by the city council, opened its
doors and helped to spread art awareness by giving
financial and material support to artists. By looking
at Bilbao's case, it is clear that museums have the
ability to influence the surrounding community;
that is what will, one hopes, be achieved by the
Saadiyat Cultural District. We do see this beginning
in Manarat Al Sadiyaat since numerous workshops
are being carried out throughout the year to engage
the community. These museums could also help
develop a production-oriented art market in the
UAE. Considering that the cultural vibrancy of a city
is an important measure of a museum’s success, the
Saadiyat projects could follow Bilbao's footsteps and
help develop the art scene further in Abu Dhabi and
the UAE.7.
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6.3 The Identity of the State:

Since museums are the product of Enlightenment
principles and modernity, they can be seen as
symbols of modern nation states. The development
of museums coincided with the development of
true nation states in the nineteenth century, and
these museums became institutions where the
national identity was expressed. Moreover, during
the same period, nationalist movements rose in
Europe as national associations were formed, all of
which coincided with the development of museums,
giving the museum an association with the national
identity of a country (Fyfe and Macdonald, 1996: 32).
In addition, a museum also symbolizes its state and
the power it holds. Certainly, this could be traced

to the imperialistic beginnings of museums with
their “hierarchal displays” and ethnographic and
cultural collections from different colonies that were

once labelled as primitive, allowing the western
culture to consider itself more “civilized” and thus
more powerful (Dicks, 2003: 25). The development
of museums in the UAE also coincided with the
development of the national identity of the country.
This is seen in the Al Ain National Museum, which
was first built in the 1960s to house an ethnographic
collection from Abu Dhabi, although later on other
museums began to open their doors in the UAE
after the development of the nation. Therefore,
“Developing countries will make great sacrifices in
order to have museums, which are needed both to
reinforce and confirm a sense of national identity
and to give status within the world community.

To have no museums in today’s circumstances is

to admit that one is below the minimum level of
civilization required of a modern state” (Hudson

and Nicholls, 1985:x). By having both universal and
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heritage related museums on Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi
will reinforce its identity as a modern nation with
modern institutions, and this modernity is also
expressed in the museums’ architecture. The Zayed
National museum will reinforce and symbolize a
collective and unified national identity and shared
story of the nation while the Guggenheim and the
Louvre will be symbols of prestige, modernity, and
the cosmopolitan identity of the city.

6.3.1 The Cosmopolitan Identity of Abu Dhabi:
Another role the cultural district will play in

Abu Dhabi is to emphasize the cosmopolitan
identity of the city, an identity it is promoting

by welcoming a diversity of races, religions, and
nationalities, all of whom live in peace with each
other. Cosmopolitanism is an “ethical stance, which
in essence captures a receptive and open attitude
towards others”and is seen as a positive part of
globalization. Abu Dhabi, as part of its economic
diversification projects, has embraced cosmopolitan
ideals and principles (Wakefield, 2014:105). The
cosmopolitanism of the Saadiyat projects is seen
in their message of connecting different regions
around the world and forming a dialogue between
them. Differences between countries are not

seen as a threat but with a positive attitude. The
importation of these heritage franchises also
coincides with the transitional identity of Abu Dhabi
(Wakefield, 2014:105). Even though Abu Dhabi is
embracing cosmopolitanism and multiculturalism,
the Emirati heritage has not dissipated. “Within
Abu Dhabi it is argued that traditional ideology

is synthesized with modern life styles to create a
multi-layered cosmology”(Wakefield, 2013:113). A
hybrid identity between the local and the global

is formed, as an example, note that the museums’
modern architecture is inspired by Emirati motifs.
On Saadiyat, there are the cosmopolitan global
museums but also the Zayed National Museum

, which celebrates local heritage. In addition, a
clear response in the UAE has occurred recently

to counterbalance the global influences in the
country, a response that includes heritage-related
festivals and Emirati television shows, such the
popular“Al Shara” show or the “one million poets”
competition. Therefore, the presence of these
museums on Saadiyat Island will stand as a symbol
of the cosmopolitan and multicultural population of
Abu Dhabi and serve both visiting tourists and the

diverse population that inhabits the city.

6.4 The Brand of Abu Dhabi:

Culture holds an important position in a city’s brand
and the Saadiyat projects will be contributing to the
bigger image of Abu Dhabi. The cultural events Abu
Dhabi will hold will give it a positive image and help
promote the city as having a creative, intellectual,
and innovative environment. This will add to the
symbolic value of the city which will in return attract
tourists and investors. By having renowned global
museums in Abu Dhabi, the city’s reputation will
progress. According to Wakefield, famous museum
brands with distinctive architecture, such as the
internationally known Guggenheim Bilbao, help
popularize cities even though many tourists might
not actually visit them (personal communication,
April 1,2015). Moreover, being economically
successful is not sufficient to support the image Abu
Dhabi is currently branding. “The factor that links the
cities that lead the new global economy does not
derive simply from the fact that they are financial
centers of the world economy, but also from the fact
that they are centers of cultural excellence, thanks
to the presence of cultural entities like museums

or theatres, and to the creative atmosphere that
these firms create in specific clusters. Art and
culture have therefore become closely connected

to the economic prosperity of our urban centers”
(Codignola 2011:54).

The use of Saadiyat Island to brand the city is seen in
numerous advertisements. The recent Etihad Airways
official advertisement, featuring Nicole Kidman,

used the Louvre Abu Dhabi’s image. In addition, Abu
Dhabi TV includes shots of the Louvre Abu Dhabi

in its segments. In conclusion, the cultural vibrancy
these museums could bring to the city in the future
will add to its aesthetic sophistication and will result
in a more vibrant Abu Dhabi brand.
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7. Survey Analysis:

In order to explore the Emirati population’s reaction
towards the Saadiyat project and museums as a
whole, | designed and sent a survey to a random
selection of Emiratis, both in Arabic and English, and
received 200 responses. The survey was sent through
social media to assure a diversity of participants.

The results of the Arabic and English surveys were
very similar; therefore, the stated percentages in this
section are an average between the two surveys. It is
important to note that 60.61% of the English survey
participants were between the ages of 18 and 24 and
only 5% were between the ages of 35-44. On the other
hand, about 27.27% of the responses in the Arabic
survey were from 35to 44 year olds and 40% were by
18 to 24 year olds. This difference in the age groups
did cause some variation in certain answers between
the surveys that will be discussed further. Moreover,
55.03% of the participants were from Abu Dhabi and
the majority were females, around 89%. Finally, 82.8%
of the participants are either currently enrolled in
universities or have graduated, suggesting that most
of them are academically minded.

To begin with, the survey included numerous
questions to understand museum trends among
the Emirati participants. There is a misconception
among people in the Emirates and abroad that the
country has very few museums and the population
has not been exposed to museums sufficiently; this
is not true since the UAE has a prominent number of
museums, heritage centers, and galleries (Erskine-
Loftus, 2013: 17). Sharjah’s Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Mohammed Al Qasimi’s vision of building museums
to educate children and future generations has led to
that Emirate having around 19 museums, excluding
its galleries and Biennale which, according to Manal
Ataya, Director-General of the Sharjah Museum
department, have been “very popular as they are
tailored for Emirati families”(M. Ataya, personal
communication, April 22, 2015). Moreover, there

are also numerous art fairs that happen throughout
the year across the UAE, such as Abu Dhabi Art, Art
Dubai, Sikka Art Fair, and Sharjah Biennale, all of
which present contemporary art works from the
UAE and abroad. The question here is whether these
museums and art galleries are attracting enough
Emiratis. According to the survey, around 77.78

% of participants have visited one or more of the
heritage-related museums in the UAE, such as the
Al Ain National Museum and the Islamic Museum of
Sharjah. Moreover, around 75.86% of the participants
find it enjoyable to visit museums and galleries

in their free time. It seems that a reasonably large
proportion of the survey participants have visited
museums and are interested in them; however, a
2006 study on museums in the UAE done by the
Dubai based Khaleej Study Center found that there
is a low level of Emiratis in museums. In response

to the study, Abduallah Al Mutairi, curator of the
Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum Museum, suggested

that Emiratis do not visit museums for multiple
reasons, including a lack of family encouragement
which stems from the lack of awareness among
Emiratis of the importance of museums, a lack of
school engagement in museums, outdated methods
and styles of display in Emirati museums, and the
absence of targeted marketing and appeal (Al Alj,
n.d. :136). The majority of the factors mentioned by
Al Mutairi are being put into consideration by the
Saadiyat museums as explained in previous sections
to assure their popularity and the flow of visitors in
the futures.

In addition to museums, the survey explored visitor
trends to the numerous cultural and heritage
festivals throughout the year across all the Emirates.
These festivals are very popular among Emiratis
and the population in the UAE. Around 63.95% of
the participants have visited one or more cultural
festival in the UAE and 58% of them went to Qasr
Al Hosn. Recently, the UAE has been witnessing

a heritage boom displayed through festivals that
have been popular for numerous reasons. To begin
with, the spread of heritage festivals could be a
response towards globalization and a resistance
against capitalism and modernization in the

UAE. According to MacCannell, “modernity itself
generates its own guilt and regret for the pre-
modern cultures and places it transforms, even
destroys, in the name of progress. This results in
the constant and accelerating creation of enclaves
wherein cultures can be preserved, or if already too
late, constructed”(Dicks, 2003: 31). Gerhard Ritter’s
theory of compensation also expresses similar ideas.
Ritter believes as a response towards modernity
and lack of history in a society, modern institutions,
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such as museumes, are built to compensate for
what is lost (Korff, 1999: 267). Other than a reaction
against modernity, such displays of heritage are
fundamental to the formation of a self-identity that
many of the population can relate to. This identity
becomes advertised as authentic and representative
of the nation’s collective heritage. This is what
Raymond Williams refers to as ‘selective traditions.
This is when history and experiences in a particular
place become mixed, selected, and shaped into
what it is today, forming a story that becomes a
common ground for the population. In William'’s
words, this is “an intentionally selective version of

a shaping past and a pre-shaped present, which is
then powerfully operative in the process of social
and cultural definition and identification”(1977:
115-116). Finally, the third factor that could explain
the heritage festival boom in the UAE is nostalgia of
the past. Even though many Emiratis have not lived
the past presented in these festivals, these festivals
have become a reminiscence of the past—a gaze
into an imagined history and ancestral life. They
provide “a mythical childhood that never was” which
is very comforting for the visitor (Dicks, 2003: 129).
In conclusion, it is evident that heritage-related
festivals and museums are popular in the UAE

for multiple reasons, which raises the question of
whether non-heritage related museums in Saadiyat
will gain popularity among Emiratis, since universal
and contemporary museums will be a new trend in
the UAE.

Looking at the phenomenon of art shows in the

UAE could provide an insight into the future of
contemporary art in the country. Even though only
23.1% of the survey participants have visited Manarat
Al Saadiyat in Abu Dhabi, about 75% of them have
visited Abu Dhabi Art. By hosting such art fairs, the
UAE is showing its commitment to culture and helping
the spread of art enthusiasm among the population,
preparing them for the international museums that
are soon to open in the capital. Moreover, such fairs
introduce modern and contemporary art to their
visitors. When asked if they were familiar with modern
or contemporary art, about 47% of the English survey
participants answered yes while only 23% of the
Arabic survey participants said they were familiar with
it. Considering that the Arabic survey participants
were older than the English, it could suggest that the

younger generation is more aware of contemporary
art. Moreover, around 65.84% of the participants who
visited the Seeing Through Light exhibition enjoyed
the displayed works of art, which suggests that the
presence of a modern art museum in Abu Dhabi is
something the population is likely to enjoy. According
to Ataya, global museums in the UAE will not pose as
a problem:“we have always had global exhibitions

in various museums in Sharjah and they have always
been received positively and made an important
impact on the community. We live in a globalized
world now and | believe the present generation and
future ones do have global expectations”(personal
communication, April 22, 2015).

7.1 Museums and their Communities:

In order for museums to be popular, it is not
surprising that they should bring themselves closer
to their communities. A crucial part of museum
branding as agreed by Mommaas (2001) and
Caldwell (2000) is the museum’s relation to the

local community, history, and identity. By having
the Saadiyat museums develop a relationship

to their community, a sense of ownership of the
museums will be created among the population and
residents of the UAE. This will allow the museums

to be viewed as more than just cultural heritage
franchises from the west but Emirati-driven projects.
Bringing museums closer to the community could
be done in numerous ways, such as incorporating
works of art from the region. Take the example of
the Guggenheim Bilbao that began to introduce
more Spanish art over time (Dennison, 2003: 54).
Another method includes having the museum come
to the people rather than the other way around.

For an example, the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi’s
recent installation, Pulse Corniche, an interactive
light installation by Rafael Lozano-Hemmer that
coincided with the Guggenheim'’s first exhibition,
Seeing Through Light, was placed in Downtown Abu
Dhabi rather than on Saadiyat Island. This allowed
people to participate and raised interest among the
population regarding the future project. Finally, the
museums carry multiple workshops and talks for

all ages to encourage people to participate in art-
related activities9.

Regarding a museum'’s relation to its community,
cultural sensitivity is a crucial factor. One of the issues
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the Louvre and the Guggenheim in Abu Dhabi might
face is its display of nudity or religious relics other
than those of Islam, which in a sense might affect its
relationship to the community. When asked if they
would be comfortable with the display of nudity

in art works in the Louvre, there were two different
responses. About 82.6% of the participants in the
Arabic survey disagreed with the display of nudity,
commenting that nudity goes against the teachings
of Islam and the modest culture of the UAE; they also
questioned how children would visit the museum
with the display of nude paintings. On the other
hand, only 30.34% of the participants in the English
survey disagreed with nudity in the Louvre. Even
though some English comments mentioned their
disagreement with nudity, some commented that
“it was art”, which validated its display. The vast
difference between the results in the Arabic and
English surveys on this question could be traced
back to the age of the participants, suggesting that
the younger generation might be more prone to
accepting various displays of art. According to Hissa
Al Dhaheri, project manager of the Louvre Abu
Dhabi, nude works of art will be displayed in the
Louvre Abu Dhabi because they are one element of
the story the Louvre is trying to tell, and they cannot
dismiss this part of history (personal communication,
May 20, 2015). However, 57.65 of the survey
participants were comfortable with religious relics
and commented by stating that it coincides with the
UAE’s tolerant nature and help its population learn
about other cultures and religions.

The issue of censorship is something all museums
and galleries around the world face. Multiple
galleries, both in the UAE and abroad, have been
censored when audiences complained. Censorship
might be done for numerous reasons including
religious, cultural, and political reasons. Take the
example of the censorship of the Greek Olympic
statues in Qatar (Smith, 2013) or the 2011 work by
Mustapha Benfodi that was deemed unacceptable
by visitors of the Sharjah Biennale and eventually
removed (Kennedy, 2011). Wakefield believes

that censorship in Saadiyat will not pose as a big
problem. Since the museums are first and foremost
built for the Emirati population, she believes that
the museum will respond to complaints from
visitors regarding their displayed pieces (personal
communication, April 1,2015).

averazats

PP

Figure 1:
How often do you go to museums when traveling
abroad?

Figure 1: Most of the participants of the survey

rarely visit museums abroad. This could be because

of multiple reasons, including the lack of interest in
global museums or lack of time when traveling. This
also raises the question of whether global museums
will gain popularity among the population of the UAE.

Figure 2:
Will you visit the Louvre once it is open in Abu
Dhabi?
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Figure 3: Figure 5:
Will you visit the Zayed National Museum once it is Do you like the architecture of The Guggenheim Abu
open? Dhabi?

4.87%

95.13%

[lyes [Ino []yes [Jno

Figure 5: The same percentage of people who are
Figure 4: interested in visiting the Guggenheim museum
Will you visit the Guggenheim once it is opened? also liked the architecture, which might suggest a
connection between the two.

[1yes [1no

Figures 2, 3, & 4: It seems that a large percentage of
the survey participants are interested in visiting the
museums once they open.
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8. Conclusion

In conclusion, what Abu Dhabi is doing is
revolutionizing the museum world: an ambitious,
large-scale project which has never been witnessed
before. The government’s decision to bring popular
museums with renowned names into Abu Dhabi

will not only help in ensuring the success of these
museums with the population and tourists, but it will
also play an important role in shaping the city into a
mature cultural hub in the Middle East.

However, such mega projects, especially if never
done before, inevitably attract criticism. With the
Louvre, criticism arose against the commodification
of culture and the use of museums as brand names.
This concept of a museum brand did not begin with
the Louvre, but with the Guggenheim. Even though
the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi did not attract the
same criticism as the Louvre, labor rights on Saadiyat
Island were questioned.

Itis important to note that even though these

are cultural heritage franchises from western
countries, they are being adapted into the region
and the UAE. They do not wish to stand as symbols
of westernization, but as Emirati-driven projects.
Abu Dhabi is using the help of other museums to
build ones of its own—which is not a bad thing,
considering it has the resources to do so.

Regarding the population visiting, it seems that
Emiratis are excited about the projects, considering
that according to the survey, many are willing to visit
them. This, however, does not suggest that they will
revisit the museums. One of the challenges these
museums will face in the future is incorporating
themselves into the society, with education becoming
an integral element of the life of the people of Abu
Dhabi. It is difficult to say how impactful these
museums will be, considering they are not open yet.
Once these museums begin to take their full shape
in society, it is certain that such questions will be
answered and new ideas will be raised.
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